Describe your experience; in learning a second language was it positive or negative?

Ha Na, Lee

I think that learning second language(L2) is positive. English is my first second 
language(L2). I have studied English voluntarily or dutifully since I was 13-year-old.
Sometimes it is hard to learn but it has great influence on a decisive moments of my 
life. When I changed my major in university, I choose English Linguistics. After 

graduated, I worked as International communicator at a company. Why did I choose 
such choices? Andrew Cohen, journalist, writer and professor of linguistics, said “If 
you know only one language, you’re a prisoner, stuck in the tyranny of that one 
language.” Like his words if I know only Korean, I will use my ability pretty limited. 
First, learning a second language helps me to feel more closely to world and give me 
confidence. When I visited my friend who lived in America in 2004, my English 
proficiency was beginner or false beginner. That was my first vacation, after I finished 
my first semester as a student who studied English Linguistics. My friend Jeannie i
-ntroduced to me her friend Angie, 46-year-old, housekeeper, She often gets to 
be friends with foreign visitors and play cicerone to them without pay. The first time I 
didn’t know how I can speak and express my thinking. Angie and I met two or three 
times a week for six weeks. We went to a county fair and saw movies and visited her younger sister’s house in San Diego. When my farewell dinner party Angie said “Ha-Na, 
your English speaking have improved. I am really happy.” I couldn’t recognize that I was
also happy. After this trip, I could see the fear melt away about English regardless of 
my proficiency. I was chosen a member of ‘New Frontier’-it is the program that school 
gives support to students to travel Western & Eastern Europe. During traveling Eastern 
Europe, Germany, Austria, Czech and Hungary, I was in charge of interpreter in our 
team. I could feel my English conversation abilities to progress slightly. I still didn’t 
have fluent and polished English skills but I should have confidence in my own strength.
Second, learning second language makes me possible to have diverse dreams and 
challenges several fields. Explain in detail when I was senior I had an entrance exam for 
Arab Emirates Airlines. Ever since childhood it had been my dream to travel all over the 
world and meet many people as a flight attendant. But I failed in the final interview. 
I was distressed. I did my best and didn’t regret. And then I worked at company as 
international communicator. I managed copyrights and royalties of programs and books. 
Our company had a partnership with foreign firms so I kept in touch with diverse 
foreigners. It was hard to control a relationship with companies but I realized how to 
communicate to foreigner and that trust and clearness are the most important thing in 
the international society. 
Finally I dream another dream. Last month I visited Phnom Penh, Cambodia and met 
150 poor children. We sang a song with active dancing, played soccer and mini Olympic,
gave gifts, and drew a picture on their hands and cheeks. We had a meaningful time in
Cambodia. There was a girl who had a younger brother on her back, I asked her 
“What is your dream?” she said, “no.” I stared her eyes as much as to say ‘Why do you 
ask me? Why do I have a dream? It is pressing question to overcome poverty.’ I felt sad 
at her answer. So I decided that I’ll obtain a TESOL certificate and then go back to 

Cambodia. I will teach English and how to they live their life. 
That is my vision; to help others find their visions and their dreams has come true. If I 
didn’t know English(in my case) I couldn’t dream such a things. I still think I was 
small existence in huge world and I can do nothing for the world. English, my second 
language(L2), is an official language in the world. That fact is good luck to me. I’ll do 
my best to get a TESOL certification because this is one of the processes to realize my 
vision. I believe I’ll dream another dream within 3-5years.(
“no.”- Sir, I knew that is wrong answer but the girl said that. So I wrote down  in fact.

