Name ___________________________
Date ___________________________

Excuse me? (2)

Polite Expressions
Please mark the following phrases as a polite way to ask a question (Q) or a polite way to respond (R) to a question.

	_____1.
	I hope you don’t mind me asking, but...

	_____2.
	I’d rather not answer that (if you don’t mind).

	_____3.
	I know this is a bit nosey, but...

	_____4.
	That’s rather a personal question. (Why do you ask?)

	_____5.
	Mind your own business!




Let’s talk about it
Decide who has the right to ask the following questions. It may be a particular person (a doctor, a priest, a police officer, a partner/lover), no one, or anyone. Write ANYONE, A PARTICULAR PERSON (PP), or NO ONE in the space provided next to the question. When you finish, practice asking and answering the questions using the phrases from above with a partner.

	_______1.
	How old are you?
	_______7.
	Have you ever taken drugs?

	_______2.
	How tall are you?
	_______8.
	Are you planning to start a family?

	_______3.
	Do you have a girlfriend/boyfriend?
	_______9.
	Do you have a criminal record?

	_______4.
	Are you a virgin?
	_______10.
	Are you gay?

	_______5.
	Are you married?
	_______11.
	What religion are you?

	_______6.
	Were your parent’s married?
	_______12.
	How do you feel about abortion?




Your Best Friend (or Family)
Think about the following situations. Could you say these things to your best friend or a close family member?

	Your fly (zipper) is undone.
	If you want to smoke, do it outside.

	I think you should call him/her and apologize.
	You look silly in that shirt.

	I think you’ve had enough to drink.
	I wish you’d learn to make coffee.

	Your boy/girlfriend’s got nice legs.
	You need a haircut.

	You smell nice. What is it?
	Your breath is terrible.



Could you say any of these to a teacher or boss?
Do you have a friend you can say anything to?
Are you a tactful person or are you more blunt and direct?
Do you think being direct is a good or bad thing?
