Fun, Fun, Fun
I want to teach children to let them no how fun it is to learn English. We all agree to the fact that English has become an essential language in this globalized era, and that it is effective to learn English in an early age. However, I believe that there are few parents and children who know how to teach and learn English having fun.
I want to learn the teaching techniques that could help children study English with great fun as a second language. Especially for teaching pre-school students, I want to learn how to combine songs, games, pictures and stories to teach a new language.
Many adults have difficulties talking with foreigners in English though they have studied English for all their school days, and I think it’s because there is a critical problem with the current education system in Korea. Many schools and private institutes focus on teaching children to get good scores in the exams. This is the reason why many children have to simply memorize vocabularies and spend much time to understand difficult grammars without having fun. And here comes the fear about English.
As an English teacher, I want to teach children that English, as a second language, is not to study but to communicate. Simply studying could be bored and uninteresting, but learning how to communicate with a new language could be fun and adventurous. For example, let’s look at the sentence ‘This is an apple’. When I was a kindergarten student in the States, I never learned why ‘is’ should be in the middle of the sentence, and why it should be ‘an’ instead of ‘a’. I remember that I just got used to the sentence by repeated practice with interesting word card games in the class, and I believe this kind of fun practice helped me be familiar to English. Why can’t the English class be like a playground with English communicating tools? My goal of teaching English to children is to give fun passion and self-confidence about learning the new language.
