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Introduction
Let me describe three of my second language environment, which were successful to me.
Body

A. I first learned English at a computer institute, where the content-based instruction method was used.
B. I was taught the reading and grammar skills in the traditional classroom by the explainer and the oral skills in the modern classroom with the involver.
C. My Canadian friend taught me that enjoying the language is the best way to learn to speak it.
Conclusion
These three language acquisition experiences have influenced my teaching belief.
When it comes to language learning experience, there are so many things to talk about because I have learned English in different environment for about 15 years. However, I would like to pick out only three of them, which would describe what a good teacher and an effective teaching environment should be like. They are about a teaching method, the classroom environment, teaching styles and an effective teacher.
I met with English for the first time when I went to a computer institute. Not only were there English letters on the keyboard, but all the terms used to operate the computer were all English as well. So I had to study the alphabets, pronunciation of them, and some easy words such as ‘power’, ‘print’, and ‘monitor’ with my computer teacher. English was a tool to learn computers at that time. This kind of the content-based instruction method was a success to me. I don’t think my computer teacher had much knowledge of English, but I studied English hard and enjoyed it thanks to the interest in computing. If it had been taught by a professional English teacher, it would have been much better. In addition, this will be more effective in teaching adult learners due to their relevancy-oriented characteristics.
Throughout the middle and high school days and even in the university, I studied two types of English skills in different ways. One was taught by an explainer teaching type, the so-called traditional Korean way, usually teaching reading and grammar skills and making students just listen, take notes, or memorize new words. It didn’t seem that attractive or special but was good for me to read new materials and get new information in a quiet, well-controlled classroom. Yet I think it could have been better if there had been a little more students’ participation. The other was what we called English conversation class. In the class, usually a native teacher led some activities using some dialogues or debates about a variety of topics with smaller-sized groups. The involver, or sometimes enabler, teaching type was effective to develop oral skills. I feel that each type of teaching suited its aimed language skills. Although I prefer a small class size and the involver teaching type, I found that it won’t be better than the explainer or enabler teaching type in a larger class size at times.
Although giving a stimulus to learning a second language or determining the appropriate environment or teaching type are important, one of the most important things for language acquisition is a good relationship and being relaxed. Kristine, my ex-coworker and friend, taught me this important lesson as well as English itself. She couldn’t speak Korean well, so I had to talk with her in English. I wasn’t so good at speaking English, but I wasn’t at the rigid classroom, it was not for the test and the communication with my friend was enjoyable. Subsequently, my speaking ability was improved much. I believe that this feeling should be applied to the active teaching environment.
My experiences have been the ground to establish my teaching belief. First, as I learned English for computing, it can be a motivator to make the most use of the contents or tasks that learners are interested in or that are relevant to their lives. Secondly, teachers can organize the classroom environment and teaching type should be used differently according to the purposes and contents. Lastly, I came to know that an effective teacher should be warm-hearted, making students feel at ease and enjoy learning. As I learned the second language in the successful environment, I would like to give better environment to my students.
