TESOL 01: Second Language Acquisition Assignment

“Student” was the first word I’ve learned from my elder sister when I was in elementary school and she was a middle school student. I still remember when I learned it. “S.T.U.D.E.N.T” She taught me and I repeated it again and again. I didn’t know that at that time there was Language Systems which is classified as Phonology and Lexis.

It is very interesting for me to think back on my own experiences of being taught since I started to learn languages.
Traditional vs. Modern Classrooms
I was taught English in typical traditional classrooms at middle and high school. The teachers only use the text book and some handouts. And she always used the chalk and board to explain something. Of course, the teacher type was an explainer entirely. There was no activities and group discussion because it was strictly forbidden to talk with students during the lessons. Only two people had a right to talk, the teacher and the student who asked a question or was asked an answer. 
I know one of the reasons why one-way teaching should have conducted was the size of classroom. There were nearly 50 students in one classroom and even the classroom was not big enough for any activities. However I think traditional classrooms were a good environment to learn reading and listening, so called, Receptive Skills. Almost every student could concentrate their own study in a quite atmosphere. When I was in high school, I knew lots of academic vocabularies and advanced grammars, which I can hardly remember now, as many as I was able to enter the university abroad if my speaking level was the same as the reading. I can say this is the one of weaknesses in traditional classrooms. 
On the other hand, in modern classrooms it is mainly focused on speaking and writing, that is to say Productive Skills, using various activities, group discussions, multimedia, etc. It became possible because the number of students is small and practical English lessons are needed not to be half-English user – who can read and listen but can’t speak and writing. In my case, I couldn’t be taught in modern classrooms until my university. I was able to have an experience of being taught in modern classrooms in academy after I graduated university. Lots of activities and group or pair discussions were very helpful to learn speaking skills to me. Even though modern classrooms have strengths, there are still weaknesses, for example, the classroom can be easily in a mess, it’s not easy to concentrate on one activity for students, and the teacher might bring lack of materials. I remember one of the teachers in academy was bad and faithless because he didn’t prepare anything for the lesson. He just gave the topic to students and made them discuss it and then did nothing with students. I’m sure his type was NOT an enabler. Even when a student asked a question, he couldn’t answer it properly because he seriously didn’t know what the topic was. So, most of students lost their interests and motivation to participate.
In conclusion, I think modern classrooms are much more effective to be taught in many aspects than traditional classrooms, in spite of some weaknesses. In modern classrooms, the role of teachers is extremely important compared to in traditional classrooms. The more the size of classrooms is small, the more it is important, I think. The teacher should consider and study the methodologies in many different ways in order to enhance the quality of the lesson. Furthermore, they should have the enthusiasm to teach and affection for students. 
