My Experiences of Learning English

by July Kim

I had many different English learning experiences. All of these experiences helped to improve my English skills in writing, listening, speaking and reading. However, some experiences had good influences, other had bad influences. Remembering about my English learning experiences, I want to think what is the best way and the worst way of teaching English. 

My first English class was started in the middle school. I had no idea about English nothing but Alphabet. At the first class, teacher taught us like “Good morning.” with GTM(Grammar Translated Method). I just looked after her writing and speaking. At the end of the first class, teacher gave us homework to memorize all words learning in the first class. As I never had studied English, I didn’t know how to memorize English words.  As a result, I got zero score at the test. As the positive punishment of the test, teacher let me write all tested words ten times. I was afraid of English studying after the first test and had no confidence about English. I just studied hard for the test and got good score in English test. But I didn’t feel happy in English study and it lasted to the high school. That Methodology(GTM) had a bad influence to decrease the interest about English learning, but a good influence to memorize a lot of words and grammar to me.

I had no confidence and no fun about English study until the high school. In the first grade winter vacation, I made up my mind to overcome the inferiority of English. In my opinion, this experience is similar with Malcolm Knowles’s self-directed learning theory. Although Malcolm Knowles is famous for ‘Andragogy’(Teaching theory for Adult learner), I think that his theory is possible to adjust to second language learning. Malcolm Knowles’ five step of self-directed learning is involved :
1. diagnosing learning needs.

2. formulating learning needs.

3. identifying human material resources for learning.

4. choosing and implementing appropriate learning strategies.

5. evaluating learning outcomes.

My self-directed English study was resembled to Knowles’ steps. 

1. diagnosing - I had the inferiority of English.

2.  formulating – For overcoming the inferiority, I need to fulfill some goals related to English.

3. identifying – I decided a short time goal with studying reading for the entrance exam.

4. choosing and implementing – I bought one reading text book and I mastered that book perfectly in the first winter vacation.

5. evaluating – After that vacation, I had some confidences of English reading and grammar. And two years later, I got a perfect score in the entrance exam for the university.

I think that it was a very intra-personal learning and was good for me to prompt English ability. Of course, some teacher helped me by using GTM, but I didn’t interact with English teacher and I studied English by myself.

My English class in the university changed my thought of English study. When I was a freshman in university, English was a mandatory subject for one year. It was involved with two times reading class and two times conversation class. Though I had a confidence to the reading class, I was afraid of the conversation class. 

I really shocked the first conversation class because I should speak only in English! Though teacher let us talk in English, we just smiled and said short sentences because of the diffidence. But after some classes, I was interested in English speaking. Though I did not speak English correctly, I had a little confidence to speak English. My English conversation teacher was not a native speaker, but she was good at English and was a very skillful teacher. She usually used DM(Direct Method) and CLT(Communicative Language Teaching). She gave some conversations and drilled us, then let us role-play or pair work. When we did role-play or pair work, she monitored silently and helped us discreetly. Our class was not good at English speaking, but we enjoyed the class. By interacting with teacher and other students, I improved my English ability and was interested in English speaking. As I prepared English conversation class hardly, my English speaking fluency was better. One year later, English class was over, but I registered to a conversation class in an English institute. The conversation class made my thought change that English was not boring and had some fun.

By reviewing my experiences, I found out why I have to study TESOL. English teaching methodology of Korea public education must to change because that is old-fashioned and make students uninteresting. Honestly, I start to know the fun of English class in this TESOL course. I want to introduce the fun of English to Korean students. I think that study has good influences to student and study has lots of fun for good influences. I know this TESOL course is not involved in all things of English teaching, but this course makes me a basis of being a good English teacher. I know I am not good at English and I must practice more. I will do my best and please help me.
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