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My Son’s 1st Birthday

Name: Christine

Date: May 8th 2010

Professor: Valerie Hamer
Class: 28 th TESOL Weekend
	Special Days


	Instructor 
Christine
	
	Level
Intermediate
	
	Students
10
	
	Length
30 minutes


	Materials

· #1. Pictures for predicting the topic ‘special days’
· #2. Worksheet : Fill-in-the blanks

· #3. Worksheet : article and comprehension questions
· #4. Worksheet : script and questions

· #5. Worksheet : letter paper
#1, 2, 3, 4, 5 : 12 copies(10 copies for each student + 2 extra copies)
· Papers about topics to discuss

· White board, board markers


	Aims
· Ss can find the gist in an article through skimming
· Ss can find specific information through scanning
· Ss practice speaking by discussing about presented topics with their partner
· Ss practice /θ/ sound by reading the script
· Ss learn how to celebrate on birthday by reading the script 
· Ss practice writing by creating their own Parents’ Day letter

· Ss can guess the meaning of the words by fill-in-the blanks 


	Language Skills
· Listening :  Listening to teacher’s instructions, partner’s opinions
· Reading :  Reading the text, questions
· Speaking :  Discussions on special days, Reading the script 
· Writing : Writing  letter in celebration of parents’ Day, answering questions


	Language Systems
· Phonology :  reading the script, practice  pronunciation /θ/ sound in ‘birthday’, ‘throw’, ‘thought’ while reading the script
· Lexis : learning idioms, vocabularies in an article
· Grammar : comparative form in a script(young-younger)
· Function : congratulating on special days, making a suggestion
· Discourse : expressing personal opinions, exchanging ideas with a partner


	Assumptions
· Ss usually do pair work or individually
· Ss have fundamental knowledge and personal experiences on Special Days
· Ss know 8th of May is Parents’ day
· Ss have enough abilities to guess the meaning of the words through the context
· Ss have enough ability to express their ideas and opinions freely
· Ss participate the various activities voluntarily



	Anticipated Errors and Solutions 
· If time is short

⇒  There are 2 activities in post activity(Discussion & Writing a letter), so cut 1
· If  they finish their activities earlier than expected
⇒ Give them more topics to discuss
    e.g.)

“Are there any special days would you like to make?”
“Do you think cash is an appropriate gift?

“How do you celebrate New Year’s Day?

⇒ Review the idioms and expressions in a text


	References 
Articles and scripts at :
Express yourself 1 written by LIS KOREA Editorials Staff & Duane Vorhees  
Page 28 ~31
Handout : 
Guidelines for Designing Lesson Plans - A Step-by-Step-Approach by David Moroney(CAIFIRMIA STATE UNIVERSITY SAN BERNARDINO USA)
Pictures at :

http://blog.naver.com/ahj0529/130083285608
http://cfs14.tistory.com/image/33/tistory/2009/02/11/23/00/4992d9fe9c528
http://blog.needlworks.org/thumbnail/1/1137203492.w450-h359.jpg
http://photoimg.search.daum-img.net/qna3-bin/image.php?Ni9xbmEvMjAwOC8wMS8yMjAwLzA1a0NnLmpwZw==
http://cfs12.tistory.com/image/5/tistory/2009/01/23/02/14/4978a96d1e393
Dictionary : 
Oxford Advanced Learner's EK Dictionary
YBM  English Dictionary



	Lead-In

	Materials : White board, board markers

	Time
	Set Up
	Procedure

	2 min

	Whole Class

	<Greeting>
T: Good evening everyone?  How are you today?

S: (answer)
T: I am good to hear that!
<Eliciting and Prediction>
T:  Anyway, what's the date today?'
Ss: Today is 8th of May. 

T: So pa…(eliciting Ss)

Ss: Parents’ Day.
T: Correct! Did you prepare some presents for your parents?(engagement) 

Ss: Yes.
T: Good for you! If you didn’t prepare presents yet, how about give them beautiful red carnations? Today’s topic is related to Parents’ Day.(prediction) Let’s start today’s lesson.


	Pre-Activity

	Materials: 
Pictures for predicting the topic ‘Special Days’
: 12 copies(10 copies for each student + 2 extra copies)
#2. Worksheet : Fill in the blanks

White board, board markers

	3min
3min
	Whole class/ pair
pair
	<Instruction>
T: Please match the right name for each picture.
(Distribute worksheet #1. Pictures for predicting the topic ‘special days’)

<Demonstration>
T: Picture A is a cake, we usually eat this on our bir…. (eliciting Ss)
Ss: Birthday. 

T: Right. Finish the rest of the pictures with your partner. You have 1 minute.

(Ss see the pictures and write an answer)
T: (Monitor discreetly)
<CCQ>
How many times do you have?

Are you doing with your partner?
<Check the answer>
T: Can you tell me what B, C and D?  

Ss: B is …, C is…, D is…
T: Right. How do we call those days?
Ss: Special Days. 

T: Right. There are many special days in May including Parents’ Day, Children’s Day, Teachers’ Day and so on. 
<Instruction>
T: There are vocabularies which will help your understanding.  Fill in the each blank with correct word with your partner. (Distribute worksheets)
<Demonstration>
T: This word means “honor the memory of a person, group, or event”. As for example sentence using this word is “A series of movies will be shown to (commemorate ) the 30th anniversary of his death.” What would be the answer? 

Ss: commemorate!
T: Correct. Now start please. You have 2 minutes.
T: (Monitor discreetly. If Ss have a question, do not tell the answer directly. Give more example sentences and make them guess.)
<CCQ>
How many times do you have?

Are you doing with your partner?
<Check the answer>
T: (Check the answer each by each. Ask Ss first and then tell the answer.) 


	Main Activity 

	Materials 
#3. Worksheet : article and comprehension questions

#4. Worksheet : script and questions

: 12 copies(10 copies for each student + 2 extra copies)
White board, board markers

	Time
	Set Up
	Procedure 

	6 min

4min
	Individual
pair

	Ⅰ. Reading Activity(controlled) - text
<Instruction>
T: I will give you the text. Read carefully and answer to the questions below. Please do individually. You have 5 minutes.  (Distribute the worksheet for each)

<CCQ>
How many times do you have?

Are you doing individually?
(Monitor discreetly, Give time warning – 30 seconds left)

<Check the Answers>
T: (Check the answer each by each. Ask Ss first and then tell the answer.) 

Ⅱ. Reading Activity(less controlled) - script
T: There is a dialogue about special days.  One person will be Jack and another person will be Jill. Read a script with your partner and answer to the questions. You have 3 minutes. (Distribute the worksheet)
<CCQ>
How many times do you have?

Are you doing with your partner?

Did you decide who will be the Jack or Jill?
(Monitor discreetly, Give time warning – 30 seconds left)
<Check the Answers>
T: (Check the answer. Ask Ss first and then tell the answer.) 

	Post Activity

	Materials
 #5. Worksheet : letter paper
: 12 copies(10 copies for each student + 2 extra copies)
Papers about topics to discuss

White board, board markers

	Time
	Set Up
	Procedure:

	5min
5min

2 min

	Pair
individually
Whole class

	I. Discussion
<Instruction>
We read an article about special days. Discuss about topics for 5 minutes with your partner.

(Distribute the papers on discussion topics)

(Monitor discreetly. Give time warning – 30 seconds left)

Ss  freely exchange their ideas with their partner
<CCQ>
How many times do you have?

Are you doing with your partner? 
Ⅱ. Writing a letter to parents
<Instruction>
Today is Parents’ Day. So we are going to do a meaningful activity. This is a letter paper, and write a letter to your parents  for 5 minutes.

(Distribute letter paper)
<Demonstration>
T: You can start a letter like ‘Dear Mom and Dad. This is Christine. Congratulate on Parents’ Day…….’
<CCQ>
How many times do you have?

Are you going to do with your partner?(No) 

(Monitor actively. If Ss have a question or cannot start their letter, help them.
(Give time warning – 30 seconds left)
<Check the Answers>
T: Is there anyone who want to read a letter?(Eliciting)

S : (ANSWER)
II. Conclude the lesson
<Instruction>
T: Good job everybody. Was it meaningful?(Eliciting)

S : (ANSWER)
T: It was fantastic that we did many activities. If you couldn’t finish your letter, please do and give your parents! They will be so happy. Will you?
S : (ANSWER)
T: Ok! Today’s assignment is finding the special days on June. Any special day whether it’s personal or traditional.  Can you do that?  See you next time. Bye!


<MATCH THE RIGHT NAME FOR EACH PICTURE>
Parents’ Day / Valentine’s Day / Wedding Anniversary / Birthday

A:                                                                         B:     
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C:                                                                          D: 
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Q: Fill in the each blank with correct word. 
	F)

commemorate
	honor the memory of a person, group, or event

ex) A series of movies will be shown to (commemorate ) the 30th anniversary of his death.



	
	break or become broken into small parts

ex) Police found ( fragments ) of glass near the scene.



	
	characteristic, special, unique
ex) he male bird has ( distinctive ) white markings on its head.



	
	separate and move in different directions
ex) After dinner, everyone (scattered.) )


	
	a family gathering

ex) I’ll be having the usual (family get-together ) over Christmas.


	
	celebrate 

ex)They issued a special set of stamps to (mark the occasion).



	A)
family get-Together 
	B)
distinctive 
	C)
fragment
	D)
mark the occasion 
	E) 
scatter
	F)
commemorate 


Which day is the most important to you each year? Is it your birthday? Perhaps the birthday of someone you love? Or an anniversary? Many people have their own special days and want to celebrate them in some distinctive way. The celebration may be a special meal or dinning out, or a gift, perhaps a trip. Maybe even a greeting card is enough to mark the occasion. But the point is that the day symbolizes some important event, and that its importance is recognized by other significant people as well. 

Traditional holidays are also important, but they have a group significance instead of a personal meaning. Usually some religious or traditional figure is commemorated. These occasions may be marked by community celebrations, or especially by family get-togethers. As families become more fragmented and scattered, these holidays maybe even more important, since they provide a chance for people to share their lives with each other again. 
Comprehension Questions

· What is the topic of this article?
· How many ways to celebrate special days are mentioned? What are they?
Script
Jack: Hey, happy birthday. 
Jill: Thank you. That’s very kind of you.
Jack: I got you a little gift. I know it isn’t much. But I hope you like it.

Jill: But it’s the thought that counts. I love it.
Jack: So how would you like to celebrate the occasion?
Jill: Oh, I don’t know. How about a movie?
Jack: A movie it is! There’s that new one with Harrison Ford, how’s that?
Jill: That sounds pretty good. Are you going to throw in dinner and

dancing too?
Jack: Your wish is my command.
Jill: Candy? Flowers?
Jack: Candy and flowers it is! When do you want to start?
Jill: How about 8:00? That sounds like a good time.
Jack: Okay! I’ll make us reservations at the restaurant of your choice, and I’ll be back at 8:00 sharp.
Jill: I’ll be ready.

Jack: Great! I’m ready looking forward to this.

Jill: Me too. Even though it means I’m another year older.

Jack: You look younger than ever.
Questions
How will they celebrate her birthday? 
Can you find the comparative form in a script?
Practice /θ/ sound birthday’, ‘throw’, ‘thought’ in a script. 
Discussion Topics

“Did you make any New Year’s resolutions this year? What were they?

“What if your spouse forgot your birthday or wedding anniversary?”

 “What would you like to receive on your birthday?”
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