TESOL 01: Second Language Acquisition Assignment 

< Qualifications of a good teacher >
Bonnie (Sun Young Kim)
Who is the best teacher for students? Can you answer this question without hesitating? From the first grade of middle school, I have been met many English teachers. They always affected my English study seriously because it was the first time that I learned another language. And for me, I only study hard when I like the teacher’s teaching style. Unfortunately, since I had no choice to choose teacher until I was a high school student, sometimes I liked English study but sometimes I didn’t. 
When I look back the teachers I’ve been taught, most of them were just an ‘explainer’. According to Adrian Underhill, there may be three board categories of teaching styles. That is ‘Explainer’, ‘Involver’, ‘Enabler’. Of course, a teacher should be a good explainer so that they can convey information to the students well. But I think a teacher should have the appropriate teaching methodology along with the lecturing ability. It means teacher should be an ‘Involver’. 

Moreover, there’re lots of qualities and characteristics to be an effective teacher. But to remain in a student's memory as a good teacher is not easy. Then what kind of qualifications should we have to be a good teacher? Are those qualifications made or in-born? From now on I want to say about desirable teacher types and the important factors to be a good teacher, too.

First of all, I think teacher should try to be an involver or enabler as much as possible. When I just listened to a lesson from a teacher, I had no interest in studying. However like an ‘Involver’ when the teacher used some interesting activities or good ways to help understanding I could understand the lesson more easily and remember it much longer. And when I met an ‘Enabler’ type’s teacher, I felt exciting and interesting. I regard those types of teacher as a good teacher, cause they seem to be enthusiastic in teaching. And I respect a teacher who has enthusiasm in teaching and their career. 
When I was the second grade of high school, I met a good English teacher. He was very popular teacher among the students. Because he kept good[image: image1.wmf]
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and he treated us with respect. And he knew the subject matter well and taught us very easily. For example, whenever he taught us a new word he tried to explain it more widely. He let us know the root of the word, synonym, antonym and related idiom. He used other materials like English magazine to attract our attention and informed us many words which we could find easily in the street or subway station. Thanks to him, I still remember some word ‘fare’, ‘yield’, ’lost and found center’ etc.     [image: image4.wmf]
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And I regard a teacher as a good teacher who has some characteristics like ‘Enthusiasm’, ‘subject knowledge’, ‘conversational ability’, ‘Friendliness’, ‘Fairness’, ‘Confidence’, ‘organization’ something like that. Of course there are some in-born characteristics like ‘patience’, ’confidence’, ’humor’, ’enthusiasm’, but I believe even these characteristics can be developed through practice. For the English teacher who I mentioned above, he said he was not smart and not qualified for a teacher when he had been young. But, he had been tried to be a teacher and after all succeeded as a teacher. I think the decision ‘to be a good teacher’ makes a good teacher. Then even though we don’t have those in-born characteristics, we’ll be able to be a good teacher. 
Finally, what should a teacher have to be an effective teacher? I think ‘to love his students’ is the most important thing. To love his students, a teacher should listen to his students well and empathize with student’s problems. Also he has to enthusiastic in teaching and he has to know the subject matter well. To shows respect to his students and communicates clearly are also important factors. Plus teachers should be patient, honest and well organized. There may be no one who has all these qualities, but we should keep in mind to have it.  

So far, I mentioned desirable teacher types and the qualifications to be a good teacher. As we can see, teaching requires quite many qualities rather than other jobs. But I would like suggest that all teachers should try to have those qualities for their students and for themselves. As a teacher is most important job since he can influence one’s life. I’ll also try continuously to be a good teacher so that I can give a good influence to my future students.  
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