	Lesson Plan

	

	The story in a Song

	

	Instructors
	Monica Shin (Yujung Shin)
	
	Level
	Upper Intermediate
	
	# of Ss:
	21
	
	Length:
	15

	

	Materials

	The picture of Rihanna’s single album ‘Take a Bow’
MP3 file of song ‘ Take a Bow’, lab-top computer and speaker
21 copies of the fill-in the Blanks worksheets
21 copies of the lyrics of the song ‘Take a Bow’

	

	Aims

	To develop intensive Listening skill by filling in the blanks on lyrics and finding a story in a song.
To learn how to summarize the ideas efficiently by discussing in a group to find a story in a song and telling the class about it.

	

	Language Skills

	Listening : Listening to a song to fill in the blanks and to find a story in a song.
Speaking : Group discussion to do Storytelling 
Writing : Summarize main plot of the story in a song
Reading : The Lyrics of a song 

	

	Language Systems

	Lexis : Expressions and phrases used in the lyrics of a song.
Phonology : Sing a song to practice new expressions and phrases.
Function : Telling the story to the Class 
Discourse : Group discussion to find a story in a song 

	

	Assumptions

	· Most students are female and interested in songs about love.
· Most students have listened to this song ‘ Take a Bow’
· Students are able to guess the message of a song and summarize it.
· Students can express their ideas in English quite fluently.

	

	Anticipated Errors and Solutions

	Ss may have difficulties to catch lyrics and understand a main plot in a song.
· Playing a MP3 file more than 2 times and checking if they need to listen more.
Ss may have known the exact lyrics of a song.
·  Teacher can skip the fill-in the blank worksheet and give Ss more time to discuss.
If Ss need more time to finish their activity (Cut-off Plan)
· Give more time to Ss finish and shorten the time to do storytelling.  
If Ss finish their activity early (SOS Plan)
· Give Ss one more activity to imagine the background of the song and share it with partner.

	

	References

	www.teacherplanet.com 
www.music.cyworld.com – Lyrics of a song ‘Take a Bow’


	

	Lead-In

	Materials
	Realia ( The picture of Rihanna’s single album ‘ Take a Bow’)

	Time
	Set up
	Procedure

	2mins.

	Whole Class
	Hello everyone, how are you this morning?
What’s your favorite pop song these days? 

(Ss answer their favorite one) 

Have you ever seen this singer and heard her song?

(Show the picture of Rihanna’s album and Ss answer)

Yes, She is Rihanna and her song ‘Take a Bow’ is big hit. 
We are going to listen to this nice music in a minute.

	

	Pre-Activity

	Materials
	Worksheet 

	Time
	Set up
	Procedure

	2mins.

	Whole Class


	Before listening to the music, let me explain the worksheet.
(Showing Ss the worksheet)

We are going to do two different activities with listening to this song. 

<Instruction>

First thing you need to do is to fill in the blanks to complete the lyrics when you listen to the song. I will give you 4mins for doing this and do it individually.
(Pointing out the bottom of worksheet)

Second one is you will work in a group. Discuss in a group what story is in a song. We are going to share it together later. You have 5mins. To do this.
<Demonstration>

For example, if you look at the first line of Lyrics Verse 1, there is a blank. Write down the expression that you listen.

<CCQ>

Do you need to work in a group to fill in the blanks?

What do you need to do in a group discussion? 

How much time do you have for group discussion?

(Distribute the worksheet)

O.K. Let’s listening to the song.

	

	Main Activity

	Materials
	MP3 file of a song, computer, speaker 

	Time
	Set up
	Procedure

	4minis
5mins.
	Whole Class

Individual
Whole Class

Group 
	1. Filling in the blanks 
Instruction

Listen carefully and try to write down exact expressions in a blank. 

<CCQ>
What do we need to do with listening to a song?

(Ss answer ‘Fill in the blanks’)

( Play the MP3 file and volume up)

Have you enjoyed the song and filled in all the blanks?

Now we are going to find a story in a song.

2. Finding a story 

Instruction 

Make 5people in one group so that we can have totally 4groups.

Discuss what story is in this song and summarize it. You have 5mins.

<CCQ>
Are you working in a group or individually?

What are you going to do now? 

How much time do you have for doing this? 

(Monitor discreetly)

You have 1min left.

OK. Have you found something interesting in this song? 

(Point out one group and ask one person to talk about it)

(Ask another group to talk if time is enough)

	

	Post-Activity

	Materials
	Completed Lyrics 

	Time
	Set up
	Procedure

	2mins

	Whole Class
	We listened to the song and found a story in a different point of view. 
As you did today, if you try to understand the meaning of the lyrics, you can improve your listening skill very quickly. 

(Distribute the Completed Lyrics)

Here is the origin lyric of the song ‘Take a Bow’ and compare with the worksheet you have done. 
Feedback

Have you got right expressions in the blanks?

Did you enjoy the class today? 

Did you learn how to summarize the ideas in a limited time? 

Good job! Hopefully, you have learnt many things from the class. 

We will learn about economic expressions and phrases tomorrow.




The story in a Song

‘Take a Bow’

Rihanna

< Work individually >

Listen to a song carefully and fill in the blanks to complete a song  

Ohh, How about a _____ ___ _________

Yeah standing ________
Ohh ohh yeah, yeah yeah yeah yeah .

(Verse1)                                            (Verse2)
You look so _____ right now                Grab your clothes and get gone(get gone)
Standing outside my house                  You ______ _____ __ before
Trying to ________                             The sprinklers come on (come on)
You're so ugly when you cry                 Talkin' about girl
Please just ___ __ ___.                        I love you you're the one

This just looks like the re run
This just looks like the re run
Please what else is on

(Bridge)
And the _____ ___ ___ ____ ____ goes to you (goes to you)
For making me believe
that you could be
Faithful to me
lets here your speech ohh
How about a round of applause
A standing ovation

(Chorus)
But you ___ __ _____ _ ____ (oh)          That was quite a show (oh)
You really ___ __ _____                         Very ____________
But now it's time to go (oh)                    But it's over now (But it's over now )
_________  _____ ________                 Go on and take a bow

But it's over now

< Work in a Group >

Discuss what the story could be finding in a song with your group and tell the story to the class.
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