	Grammar Lesson Plan

	

	Title:  Modals (may & can)

	

	Instructors
	Ms. Sonia Yim
	
	Level
	Upper Beginner
	
	# of Ss:
	4
	
	Length:
	30 min

	

	Materials

	-Board & makers
-4 copies of a worksheet
-7 example sentence slips in a lottery cup



	

	Aims

	-To learn about common modals in general and practice them properly in the sentences by joining activities in class.
-To be able to use modals in proper forms by practicing them with partners 



	

	Language Skills

	-Speaking: brainstorming, making sentences with modals
-Listening: teachers’ instructions, listening to others’ sentences
-Reading: work sheets



	

	Language Systems

	-Function: making sentences with modals
-Discourse:  pair discussion


	

	Assumptions

	-Ss know they should speak only English in the class.
-Ss are confused about the difference between ‘may’ and ‘can’ in the first place.


	

	Anticipated Errors and Solutions

	-If time is running out, shorten the main activity # 3. (cut-off plan)

-If there is more time than expected, allow Ss to do their homework in class. (SOS plan)

-If the students don’t have enough numbers to pair up, the teacher will join the activity.


	

	References

	www.esl.about.com (Modals)
TESOL handbook (Times Media), Teaching Grammar, pp.26~31


	

	Lead-In

	Materials
	Board & markers

	Time
	Set up
	Procedure

	2 min

	Whole class
	Good morning, everyone. How are you today?
Share about your experience related to the usage of modals. (When I I heard a conversation like this in a 3rd grade classroom several years ago.

Student: Can I go to the restroom?

Teacher: Can you?)
Q: Can you guess what’s going on in this conversation? (Elicit from the Ss.) -> The teacher wanted to point out the proper use of modal ‘can.’ 
Good! Today we will learn about ‘Modals’ and practice using two common modals: can & may.

	

	Pre-Activity

	Materials
	Board & markers

	Time
	Set up
	Procedure

	1 min
2 min

2 min
	Whole Class
In Pairs

Whole class


	Before we have our main activities, let’s learn about what ‘Modals’ are first.
(Write down a sentence on the board.)

You may sit down. 

Instructions:

(‘May’ is a modal in this sentence. Can you guess what modals are?) Discuss with your partner and come up with a good definition of modals and a couple of examples. You have 2 minutes.

CCQ:

-Do you work individually? (No, in pairs)

-Do you have 5 minutes? (No, 2 minutes)
*Definition: Modals are verbs that modify other verbs. The most common modals are: Can, Should, Must, May, etc.
CCQ: 
-Are modals used by themselves? (No)
-Are ‘come’ and ‘go’ good examples of modals? (No)                    -Then what are good examples? (can, should, must, may, do, need, shall, will, etc. Write them on the board.)
Among many modals, let’s focus on 2 common modals ‘may & can’ today. 

	

	Main Activity

	Materials
	Board & markers, 4 copies of worksheet, 7 example sentence slips in a lottery cup

	Time
	Set up
	Procedure

	1 min

2 min

2 min

2 min
2  min
4 min
4 min

1 minutes

2 min


	Whole class

A student
A student
A student
Whole class
In pairs

Whole class

Whole class
Individually


	1. Form of Modals
(Write down example sentences that has modals on the board.)

I think you should see a doctor.

I can speak English.

May I help you?

*Note that all subjects take the same form of the modals.

There are three forms of using modals. Let’s learn about them one by one.
a.Positive Form 

Example: I must leave soon.

Subject + Modal + Base Form of Verb + Objects

Instruction:

To make a positive sentence with a modal, put it before the base verb. I am going to ask one of you to draw a slip from a lottery cup and change the form to a positive form if it is not in it.

CCQ:  

-To make a positive sentence with a modal, do you put the modal after the base verb? (No, before)

b. Negative Form
Example: They can’t visit next week.

Subject + Modal + Not + Base Form of Verb + Objects

Instruction:
To make a negative sentence with a modal, put ‘not’ in front of the base verb. Draw a slip from a lottery cup and change its form if it is not in a negative form.

CCQ: 

-To make a negative sentence with a modal, do you put ‘not’ after the base verb? (No, before)

c. Question Form

Example: What should I do?

Modal + Subject + Base Form of Verb + Objects
Instruction:

To make a sentence with a modal to a question form, put the modal in front of subject. Draw a slip from a lottery cup and change its form if it is not in a question form. 

CCQ:

-To make a sentence with a modal to a question form, do you put the modal after subject? (No, in front of subject)

Great job!! Now, let’s learn about two of common modals: can & may.
2. Common modals: can & may
a. Can
(Write down examples of ‘can’ on the board.)

Examples:

He can speak Japanese.

Can you play golf?

Instructions: 

‘Can’ is used to speak abilities. As a pair, make a sentence with ‘can’ and your partner will make a comment. Then switch your role. You have 3 minutes.

Demonstration:

T:  Can you speak Japanese?   S: No, I can’t.                       (Switch roles) S: Can you speak Spanish?   T: Yes, I can.

CCQ: 

-Is ‘can’ used for asking for advice? (No, to speak abilities)  

-Do you work individually? (No, in pairs)
-How many minutes do you have? (3 minutes)

(Let the students work in pairs. Circulate around the room helping the students when they run into difficulties. Give time warning : 1 minute left.)
2.  May

(Write down examples of ‘may’ on the board.)

Examples:  May I help you? 

May I visit you this afternoon?

Instructions: 

‘May’ is used to ask for permission. As a class, make a sentence with ‘may’ and talk to a neighbor. Then the person will make a comment and talk to someone new and relay.

Demonstration:

T: You may take a long break.  S1: Wow, that’s great

S1: You may use my pencil any time.  S2: Thanks, you are so nice!

CCQ: 

-Is ‘may’ used to ask for advice? (No, to ask for permission)  

-Do you work in pairs? (No, as a whole class)
(Let the students work as a class.)
Note: In spoken English, ‘Can I…?’ is often used instead of ‘May I…?’
Great job! Now, let’s test your understanding of the modals you’ve learned today with this short quiz. 
3. Quiz

Instructions: 

-(Holding the worksheets) In a minute, I am going to hand out these worksheets. Choose the correct word or phrase to complete the English grammar question. Each question has only one correct/best answer. 

-You have 2 minutes.

CCQ:

-Will you write the correct word in the blanks? (No, choose)

-Will each question have more than one answer? (No, one)

-Will you have 5 minutes? (No, 2 minutes)

(Hand out the quiz worksheets. Circulate around the room helping the students when they run into difficulties. Give time warning : 1 minute left.)

I hope that you are clear about using ‘may’ and ‘can’ in proper places now.

	

	Post-Activity

	Materials
	Board & markers

	Time
	Set up
	Procedure

	3 min

	Whole Class
	Summary of the lesson

Today, you have learned about modals: its definition and 3 forms and two common examples. What were they? (may & can). 
Value statement
It is important for you to learn about modals because you can make your sentences clearly by using modals properly.
Homework

Make one full sentence using ‘can’ & ‘may’ for each by next class. 
-CCQ: Do you make 2 sentences for each modal? (No, one)
Next lesson

You will learn about other common modals “should & must” in the next class
Everyone did an excellent job today. See you tomorrow!


Modals Quiz

 Name: _______________
Choose the correct word or phrase to complete the English grammar question. Each question has only one correct/best answer. 

Q1: I can't _____ tennis very well.
1. to play  2. play  3. playing

Q2: ______ with you to the party?
1. can I come  2. do I can come  3. can come I

Q3: How much _____ you afford?
1. can  2. should  3. may
Q4: Speak up! I _____ understand you.
1. don’t can  2. can’t  3. shouldn’t

Q5: ______ I visit you tomorrow?

1. should  2. may  3. can 
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