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Introduction

I’ve learned English and Japanese using video materials.

Body

Autonomous learning as one of adult learner Characteristics 

Video learning in Modern classrooms

Learning style application to video learning

Theories of 2nd learning acquisition : Acquisition vs Learning

Conclusion

Watching video can be a good tool for language learning
Let me tell you about my personal experience of learning a second language. I’ve learned English and Japanese while watching TV shows (including movie, soap opera, sitcom and any kind of TV show) or animations. Even though I started learning English in middle school, my speaking level showed no progress through school education. Since I used  

TV shows as a language learning tool, things have chaged. There is no doubt that watching TV shows was the most effective way to develop listening and speaking skills. 

Watching a movie can be a good activity for an adult learner. As an adult learner, I am autonomous and self-directed. To begin with, I set the goal by myself such as watching movie without korean subtitles. Second, I know exactly what I want and what I like, so I can choose whatever I want to watch, which makes me relaxed while I’m studying-to be honest, I’ve never thought that I was studying-. When I come across the expressions or vocabulary that I don’t know, I try to figure out the meaning in the context or situation. Sometimes I write down the words that I couldn’t catch the meaning on the paper and look them up on the dictionary after finishing the movie. Last but not least I can relate what I learned through the movie to real life as happenings and conversations in the movie are not far from real life. 
Unlike in the traditional classroom, we can use any kind of material we need and any form of small group is available in modern classroom. When I was learning Japanese in institute, we watched animations without subtitles once a week. There are 3 steps in the video class as follow : before we started, teacher presented some key expressions and difficult words so that we could understand the story well. After watching video 10 - 15 minutes, we talked about what we had heard and what the story was about and teacher gave us some clues or explanations. The last step is watching the video again for checking what we studieds. During the video class anything that activates our brain can be a practical teaching materials not to mention video itself. In that sense, watching a movie can be flexibly used in modern classroom. 

If you use movies or TV shows in your class, students who are strong in intrapersonal intelligence or visual & spatial intelligence will like it very much. Howard Gardners’s multiple intelligence theory has influenced in language learning area and many teachers are eager to use the theory in the effective way. Just because everyone possess seven intelligences doesn’t mean teachers have to use all intelligence in the classroom. In my case, I got high score at intrapersonal intelligence, which means I have the ability to understand myself and practice self-discipline. It turns out that watching movies fits my learning style because I fully understand my language level and choose proper movie that is not too easy nor too difficult. In addition, I can make plan for studying by myself.

According to Stephen Krashen, second language learning shouldn’t be different from first language acquisition. Language is learned through imitation. How much students are exposed to second language affects how well they improve their language ability. Before we start to speak certain word, we listen the same word enormous times in the real world. That is exactly why I recommend watching movies for language learning. We can not hear second language enogh unless we live in English-speaking country. I made a dicision to watching TV shows or movies so that I can be fully exposed to English.  Movies are miniature of real world. I can guess the conversations and the plot in the context and meaningful situation as long as I choose suitable movie. It worked. I tried what I learn from the movie in real world like a baby pick up the first language and the expressions that I heard many times in the movies gradually became my active vocabulary. 
It is when we are enjoying learning that we master the second language. Picking up useful expressions and vocabulary in the movie is worth to try. Adult learners are resoponsible and surely can organize what they want to learn with the movie. Everywhere can be a classroom if you have digital device like portable multimedia player and if you are intrapersonal person, there’s nothing better than this. Try to be exposed to target language as much as you can so that you can ‘pick up’ the language not ‘learn’.

