My Second Language Acquisition Experience

My second language acquisition experience was successful at an academy. I had studied English many years through various methods. Something was effective and something was failed. Now, I’m going to tell you my successful experience, though my English skill was not perfect. I studied English at an YBM academy with native English speaking teacher. The course was English conversation class. There are around 10 students like our TESOL CLASS, so he could concentrate on not only the class, but also the students. I liked his teaching style. It was helpful for me. Like others I also was afraid to speak English in front of foreigners. But, my fear had disappeared after I took a class. He encouraged the students including me to attend the class with active attitude.


He taught my second language with modern style. It was different style compare to my middle school style and high school’s. He was a good teacher as a facilitator. We sat around circle and he sat centered. And he gave us some topic and we should discuss that with each partner for a while. So, I could speak with my partner and I didn’t worry about my English skills because he taught me correct expression after finishing discussion. If he tries to fix my English expression during discussion with my partner, I couldn’t speak in English even any a word because of my fears of errors.

My English teacher type was Involver and Enabler. His teaching style was to make attending the class, so there are no passive students. He prepared some words and he was drawing the pictures on the white board which was related to the words. And he asked to a volunteer. The volunteer sat in front of the board and he can’t see the words and drawing. His role was guessing the words through the other student’s explanation. We tried to describe what the words are, and he guessed the vocabulary. It was fun, and I could gain confidence. Everybody seems to enjoy the class. 

My learning style is Visual-Spatial style. I like in images and pictures related to the topic. And I can clear visual images and enjoy art activities. My English teacher explains something with picture and I can understand easily and I like it. Actually, I’m weak at vocabulary and I need to study the lexicon. Because I feel limit of expression what I want to say. So the visual way is very helpful for me to understand English. 

I think the positive and supportive class environment is important to encourage the students. This is Affective filter hypothesis. There are 5 theories of 2nd language acquisition; Acquisition vs. Learning Hypothesis, The Natural Order Hypothesis, The Monitor Hypothesis, The Input Hypothesis, Affective Filter Hypothesis. I think it’s important that students have a good relationship with their teachers. If they like teachers and the way of teaching style, they can achieve the goal more easily. So, I think the positive and supportive mood in the classroom is important for the students who study 2nd language. 
