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It’s true that teaching is not learning. I was taught so many things by many teachers but I don’t think I know as much as I was taught. When it comes to teach English, the way of it is very critical as you know. 

I started learning English at the age of 14 but I saw English words at younger age from that time. There were encyclopedias about foreign countries which were bought by my father. I’ve never read it fully but I usually saw the title of the books. The only word I could remember was “LONDON”. I didn’t even know LONDON is an English word so I was curious about the letter that looked different from Korean words. 
As time goes by I entered middle school where I started to learn English at and I found out the LONDON is an English word. I was happy to learn English. Unfortunately my first English teacher was an old man and an explainer. He kept chalking and explaining boringly. The only thing I learned from him was how to write the alphabets, words, and sentences. I didn’t know the meaning of what I wrote and couldn’t read many of them. I used to give up studying English.

Thanks to my friend, I got a new opportunities to learn English when I was 15. It was private lesson. The text book used in private lesson looked very interesting because of its funny pictures, many different kinds of topics and the young female teacher who looked pretty and kind. Most of the way she used was like an explainer but she used multi skills. She sometimes provided me with a good model for imitation. After the start of my private lesson, I studied English for more than 30 minutes a day, I didn’t stop it even on Sunday. I kept doing that for 2 years. I listened and read a fairy tale everyday, got known some words from the story and was taught grammar rules little by little. She called me to check my assignments everyday. Doing that gave me basic knowledge of my English till I went to university. Thanks to the new change, I could be able to get high or perfect English score in my school. Both the first old bad teacher and the second young kind good teacher were explainer in traditional classroom. Thinking of them, not every explainer is bad since he/she is better for beginners. The way of explanation, appearance, and personality is key for a good explainer I think. I acquired receptive skills and a little bit of productive skills through the course but I’ve never practiced communicative speaking practically. That was  my problem that I faced in my 20’s.

My English professor was an involver and enabler. I had to prepare something will be performed in group works, presentation, speech, creative ideas for some topics and opinions for strange stories. At the beginning I regretted my choice for her complex and bothering class that I have to control of it partly but I knew it was a new challenge and progressive help for my English. I made an effort to be adapted to the modern class and close to the professor. She was an artist who can sing well and play many different kinds of musical instruments of other countries such as Korean’s and Indian’s. After class, I visited her office or called her to have lunch with her. When we talked each other, she corrected my errors kindly whenever I made errors in speaking and taught me cultures of other countries she liked since she thought that language comes from cultures. She gave me motivation and happiness that can be accomplished by communication with foreigners. After 3-year-teaching my good professor left Korea for her hometown, NY. I was taught English by other professors since then. I studied very hard because I’ve motivated. I watched Arirang TV which is Korean international channel and practiced using words and sentences I know for communicative speaking for more 10 hours a day alone. I kept it for 6 months. Doing so was not difficult but interesting and worthwhile.
That was the reason I can communicate with people in English which is my 2nd language now although I’ve never been abroad to study English or taken conversation lessons in academy. 

I realized that learning from explainer might be more convenient for students since they have nothing to do in class, but few things they can get and has possibility of giving up studying. Learning from involver or enabler who has an attractive educational technology might be a hassle because of the preparation for the class, but many unforgettable things that can get.

Thinking of my experience, I want to be a teacher who gives students abundant cultural information and facilitate them to be autonomous though they are not goal-oriented adult learners.    

