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I think I had many of “explainers” through my school days. Most of my 
teachers got us to read  textbooks, and memorize the whole dialogues. 

Sometimes they got us to take quizzes, listen to the tapes and repeat 
after them. But we usually listened to the teachers’ “teaching” and 
occasionally answered to simple questions and rarely had opportunities 
to have interesting activities. They mostly used the one – way 
interaction based on their lecture, which was mainly focused on 
textbooks or grammar.
Fortunately, I had one teacher who taught us English songs, such as 
“Yesterday”, “Bridge over troubled water”.  It was a good experience, 
by which many of us were more interested in English than before.  I 
think she was much of an “involver”.
But unfortunately I haven’t had any “enabler”.  Even in my university, 
professors were not very different. They got us to listen to their lecture 
carefully and explained so much. So my English study experience didn’t 
give me positive feedback as much as I had expected. It’s safe to say 
the only one that kept me interested in English was self- motivation.
 I liked English from the beginning. I was 13 years old when I first 
met English. Now that I know the LAD theory by Chomsky, I wish I had 
been younger when I first learned English so that my LAD could have 
worked more enough for my L2 acquisition. As I know, LAD is more 
easily activated before the learners’ age reach 12.
However, when I was put into teacher’s shoes, I realized it’s not easy to 
be an “enabler.” Even though the teacher is wiiling to share control 

with learners, the learners get intimidated when they have the chance of 

having some of control especially when it comes to adult learners of
 community. I think it has much to do with the characteristics of adult 
learners. Apparently they have autonomous ability to learn, but more 
than that, they want to be shown respect. And they tend to think that 
getting embarrassed or nervous when they have to take any lead in front 
of other people during class is humiliation. And I understand how they 
feel  to some degree. Because they learn English as a tool of improving 
themselves, kind of like a hobby, or for sociable life with neighbors, 
 they don’t take it very seriously. So I decided to stay somewhere in 
between “ involver” and “enabler”.
And most adult learners haven’t been taught  how to pronounce 
phonemes such as,  /f/ /p/ /v/ /b/ /l/ /r/ /th/. When I first took over the 

class I tried to teach them. But it was not done one on one but on the 
whole of the class. That’s because I already knew that they really liked 
my “teaching” but not really “involving” That is also one of the
 characteristics of adult learners.  Maybe it’s just they 
are accustomed to traditional teaching i.e. explaining. So I think I have to 
come up with an idea of getting them involved as much as possible
 without their noticing they are “being involved”. And I believe this 
experience of Tesol program can help make it possible.
