First Essay Assignment – Tae Kyong Ha (Weekend TESOL class 64)

TESOL 01: Second Language Acquisition Assignment

My first second language environment that I have experienced was when I was in first grade in the United States. My whole family had to move to Florida due to my father’s job, and I had absolutely no knowledge in English at that time. Even so, I didn’t attend any ELS or gift classes to learn English, and just started learning in a public elementary school. Now that I come to think of it, I feel that it was quite a success as a language learning experience, and in this essay I will explain why I think so.
Among the seven levels of student language proficiency, I was almost a ‘beginner’ or maybe sometimes a ‘false beginner’ when I started learning English. I knew only a few common words, and spoke mostly through gestures and short phrases. Therefore it was quite frustrating and difficult for me to participate in classes at first. However, I think that being at this level has enabled me to eventually learn and acquire the language more thoroughly. If I had started learning English as an adult, I would have had some restrictions due to some characteristics of adult learners which Malcolm Knowles identified. For example, my ultimate goal at that time was about learning ‘English, itself’. If I was older, I would have been more goal-oriented and relevancy oriented, which could have been much harder to focus only on the language. And of course I had some experience and knowledge from living in Korea before going to the States, but I was quite young, and was ready to absorb any other new experiences that I may encounter. However, at the same time, my teacher had shown me respect, treating me equally with all the other American students in my class, which did not hurt my dignity and pride as a foreigner. I feel that she showed me all of the three core teacher characteristics that Carl Rogers suggested-respect, empathy, and authenticity. So I was able to feel more comfortable and positive while attending classes, and this had enabled me to be more interested and enthusiastic about learning English as well. Among the three kinds of teachers- the explainer, the involver, and the enabler- my teacher was close to an involver and enabler. At first when I had a lot of trouble understanding English, she had made me do some activities and assignments with and without other classmates to improve my English skills. She also kept track of my level of English by occasionally counseling and talking to me individually. Therefore, when I sometimes felt lonely or behind, I was able to receive encouragement and support from my teacher. She also gave me a lot of reading and writing assignments that I could try doing on my own at home, and it also helped me with my skills as well as made me become a more autonomous learner. I think that this class was a figure of a quite modern classroom, comparing to the traditional classroom I had experienced in Korea. Unlike in the classroom where teachers always stand and talk in the front with students all facing him or her, this class had a more friendly and free atmosphere, with students sitting in groups and the teacher going around the classroom. Also, other than individual assignments and lecture based textbooks, this class had many activities and group work, which made students participate actively. I am positive that this kind of modern teaching has made my English skills improve more easily and fun.
After spending about a year in this class, I remember myself having conversations with other students fluently and comfortably. It was truly an amazing experience for me, and I think my first class and my first teacher had made it successful. When I become a teacher and get a chance to teach students in similar circumstances as mine, I will try to apply these styles and methods. I am going to try to become an involver and enabler, and treat students with respect, empathy, and authenticity. I will also try to make a modern classroom, where students can learn from not only me but also from each other through cooperation and communication.
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