Second Essay Assignment – Tae Kyong Ha (Weekend TESOL class 64)
02: Personal Methodology

When I teach my students, I want them to take initiative in learning. Therefore, I want to develop a method that involves student centered activities and training along with communicative learning. Through my experience, I think this kind of method was the most effective way of learning. 
Of course under certain circumstances, teacher centered teaching and student centered teaching need to be carried out adequately. For instance, education that mostly involves conveying knowledge, such as grammar or vocabulary explanation, needs teacher centered teaching methods like grammar translation(GTM) or direct method(DM). However, it is much more effective for students to acquire information if they take initiative and participate in conversations or activities and communicate with one another actively. In my experience for example, I was very impressed with my elementary school teacher’s education method in America. She gave a lot of assignments and activities that students had to do on their own or in small groups. First, students had to think and discuss for themselves and after that process, they got feedback from the teacher. This way, I was able to remember more easily what I had learned, and empathize more with the teacher’s teaching. On the other hand, my middle school teacher in Korea tended to use much less communicative teaching method. She usually read and translated the contents of the textbook and explained to students about their meaning and grammar facts. And after that, students had to solve problems related to the explanation. Through this process, I was able to directly acquire certain knowledge involved in that class, but they were easily forgotten after a while. The biggest difference between these two experiences was my (the students’) involvement in the class. If students get a chance to actively think and discuss about an issue first, the teacher’s feedback and comments could become much more touching to them, and therefore, it would be a very effective learning experience. However, if students only listen to what the teacher says and do exercises thinking on their own, it would be a very passive way of learning, and therefore, it would be harder for students to empathize on the issue. As a conclusion, I think communicative teaching methods(CLT) are very important. So when I get a chance to teach my own students, I will help them develop initiative and try communicating actively. Once they get enough practice, I will give them adequate feedback and error corrections to improve their skills. Also, I would like to occasionally use audio-lingual methods(ALM) and total physical responses(TPR) for breaking the ice or adding some fun for students. Listening and kinesthetic activities could give students energy and vitality, so using those methods from time to time could be a great encouragement. Not only that, for a more memorable learning experience, I would like to make use of visual technologies during my class as well. Instead of just giving out paper handouts all the time, I can use the projector or multimedia displays to draw students’ attentions. That way, I believe they would be less bored in class and more eager to participate. 
As I have written in this essay, I believe that student participation and communication is a very important factor in teaching. Thus, I would like to apply communicative teaching methods to my classes in the future. However, there may be some difficulties in getting students to involve actively, and I might fail to completely accomplish my personal methodology at first. But hopefully, through trial and error, I believe I will be able to find my own style of teaching, and I want to see many students succeed in achieving their goals through my teaching methodology. 
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