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Learning a second language is very different from learning our mother tongue. Our mother tongue is acquired from family and friends and mostly by listening and repeating. Teachers usually teach us the second language, and the way they teach influence students a lot. Therefore, the role of the teacher is very important for learners of languages beyond their mother tongue.

As I studied most of the time in Korea, I had studied English as one of many subjects in school with a traditional teaching environment which has downbeat atmostphere, teacher centered teaching and low participation. No one spoke in the classroom. Although, language is not only a subject but also, a means of communication, teachers were busy lecturing students. That might be the reason why most of koreans do not speak English after learning it for ten years in school, the lack of student participation. 

Fortunately for me, I later had a good English teacher who helped me to learn English effectively and gave me motivation while I was studying in Vancouver, Canada. The teacher was a man in his mid-thirties, he was humourous and was a good listener. Compared to the classes I had in Korea, his class was a shock to me.If I was to describe his class, I would say it wast fun,enjoyable, communicative and comfortable. Moreover, it had variety of activities that mad classes less boring.

The teacher was enthusiastic about his job and that brought positive energy to the whole class. When he entered, the atmosphere of the classroom always changed. While teaching, he used the names of things just around us so that we could use it in our conversation quickly and naturally. For example the store next to school, street names in the neighbourhood, clubs and restaurant names we might know, etc. In that way, students learned English effectively. Compared to the traditional classroom environment  in Korea, I thought the modern stype of teaching this teacher used was effective. 

I would say he was an involver and enabler type of teacher. Most of activities we did in the classroom started with him explaining the subject or letting us guess it for three to five minutes. After guessing, students would get papers wtih a dialog in. Next, he usually picked one of students to demonstrate the dialog with him and showed it to class. Lastly, we would do pair work for about 20 minutes. Teacher would not just sit around and relax while doing pair work, rather he monitored us and gave us valuable feedback afterwards. I would say he was a teacher who knows the subject and understands students very well. 

While he was a being good teacher in the class, students were also different from what I normally would see in Korea. When we grew up and became a student which we did not choose to be, we tended not to study hard. However, studying English at a language school in Vancouver means students are old enough to know what they want and have a purpose for their learning. Most of students come to study English abroad in order to improve their English for getting a job, entering university, having better toeic score and so on.

Because the students in the class were goal-oriented, the mood was very good and well-understanding. Students knew that having lots of friends equals to success in learning English abroad, we tried to be good friends to each other during study.

To conclude, through this experience I could see how important the teacher is in learning second language. By being enthusiastic, creative and knowledgeable he made us learn better, and that is the way I want to teach others to, too.

