Essay #2    Describe Your Personal Methodology

Sung Soo Yang (Nick)


As a learner of English as a second language, I have encountered many different types of teachers with various methods of teaching. Although all the teachers were implementing best teaching methods that they could think of, I still want to argue that some methods are more effective than others.  When I was learning English in Korean middle school, all the English teachers were very knowledgeable in grammar and lexis but they weren’t fluent in communicating with native speakers.  Most of these teachers were implementing Classical Method which the fundamental purpose of learning is to be able to read literature written in target language.  However, if learning a second language doesn’t help you in communicating with others, what is the point of learning it? There are many types of methodologies that have been covered in TESOL class such as DM, TPR, ALM, and CLT. Some educators argue that a particular methodology cannot be suitable to all types of English learners. I believe a teacher should be encouraged to implement different teaching methods based on student’s English competency and ages.  I will try to explain my personal opinion in each methodology. 


I believe Direct Method and Total Physical Response Method are very suitable for lower leveled learners. The Direct Method has one very basic rule; only the target language is used in teaching by adopting reading, dictating, visual aids and realia. Students are not only encouraged to speak in TL but also will have a chance to learn the culture associated with TL because syllabus is based on situations or topics rather than linguistic structures. 


The Total Physical Response by Asher asserts that English should be learned as children learn their native language. One of the main reasons TPR was developed was to reduce the stress when learning English by not forcing them to speak until they are ready to do so. This method would be suitable for young learners because it facilitates learning in a relaxed and fun atmosphere by adopting kinesthetic activities.


The Audio-Lingual Method is oral-based teaching method that emphasizes use of grammatical sentence patterns. It asserts that language learning is a process of habit formation acquired by repetitive use of sentences introduced in a dialogue. When learned properly, students will automatically answer a question without stopping to think. This methodology can be implemented to all levels of students. I would prefer to use it to intermediate students who have some knowledge of vocabularies but not accustomed to using them in a real situation. Most of middle and high school students in Korea will fall into this category. Although sound system and grammatical patterns are emphasized, new vocabularies can be introduced by substituting into the dialogue. 


Communicative Language Teaching is a method that aims communicative competency. The teacher acts as a facilitator and advisor in communicative activities and fluency is more stressed over accuracy. This method adopts many co-operative activities such as games, role plays, and problem-solving tasks. Students are not restricted to specific dialogue and they are free to express their opinions, feelings, and ideas. This method can be applied to low-leveled students, but it would serve more effectively to intermediate to advanced learners.


In conclusion, I know from my experience that classical method of teaching is not very effective in developing communication skill. I have seen so many Koreans who have learnt English for their entire school life, but become paralyzed when encountered with native English speakers. What can we do as an English teacher to help them? We should implement and experiment different teaching methods. It would be wise to be flexible in implementing each method depending on the types of students. I hope that with the feedback we get from students, we can develop more sophisticated and advanced methodologies. In my opinion, the most important aspect to consider for better communication skill is frequency of student’s exposure to English and increased STT in the class. I will not hesitate to mix and match different teaching methods to accomplish my mission for students; not to be paralyzed in front of native English speakers and freely express his or her thoughts. 
