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I met many kind of teachers for second language and I learned with many kind of methods for second language. Among these teaching, I can make sure some teaching was effective other teaching was not effective. But I don't want to say they were good or bad. There must be good things that I couldn't remember in their class. I would like relate to compare the teaching of my past teacher and present of my teaching with 4 methods.
Go back to my traditional classroom of my middle school. I do remember my first unit was a greeting. " Good morning.", "How are you?", "Fine, Thank you. And you?" The teacher presented a dialog, a conversation between two people. We listened this conversation from a cd player, repeat after that, and wrote down it on the note. 
 The Audio-Lingual Method has a drill the new lines and introduce some new vocabulary items through the new line. I thought there was no expansion drill in my class. And I was a world cup volunteer in 2002. When I was talking foreign visitor from Italy. He said to me "Why do Korean people always say 'Fine. Thank you.' after 'How are you?" It was strange to him. I think that explains example of no expansion drill. And this method is able to communicate for second language. to do this, students need to overlearn to use it naturally. But I learned it for the test, I had to memorized all of them.

 The Grammar-Translation method is not new teaching but it has been used by language teachers. When I learned reading on the text book in my high school, most teachers used parts of Grammar-Translation method. I think that was grammatical learning of Korean. For example If I learned "I am a boy", teachers taught us not only the meaning also analyzed sentence. The form of be verb, the present and the past tense, the singular form and the plural form, antonyms and synonyms. The teachers who use the Grammar-Translation method, a fundamental purpose of learning a second language is to be able to read literature written in the second language. To do this students need to learn about the grammar rules and vocabulary. In addition, it is believed that studying a foreign language provides students with good mental exercise for their mind. However, the focus of the past teaching in my high school was too grammatical and lexical and was not well-organized. And the teacher was the authority in the classroom. The students did as teachers say so they had to learn what the teachers know.

Professor Phillip was my first foreign teacher in the university. I had few chances to speak with foreigners before go to the university, so I was excited to speak with him. But most of Korean students had negative feelings of his conversation classroom which had to speak only English. He helped students overcome their feelings and turned them into positive energy to further their learning with community language learning. We always had s greeting time at the beginning of his classes. We built relationships with students. He explained the day of activity conversation with pictures for understanding. We, a partner and I made a dialog then each group had a role play. After role play, he gave us feedback also. At the first time of his class, it was not easy to make a situation conversation, to speak only English, to understand what he said. Later on, making a dialog have generated reading and writing, speaking English gave us confidence and positive mind. And the most important skill was understanding at the beginning of second language.

Now, I am teaching elementary and middle school students. Actually my area that I am teaching is inferior to another. Almost students start second language when they are 3~4th grade, even if some students start before they go to middle school. I used to teach them with Total Physical Response method like a pre-school. I thought fun is the best way to teach them for their overlearn. I know students can enjoy their experience in learning to communicate in a foreign language. In other words language learning is more effective when it is fun. While I started to teach middle school students, I stopped TPR teaching method. I needed more techniques for older students including the grammatical structures and vocabulary. I found that they are not always beginners. So I am studying and finding more effective teaching. I think there is no correct method to teach to students. However I believe with these methods and my experiences of learning and teaching will guides more teaching techniques.
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