Lesson Plan Template – Presentation Practice Production Based


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Listening    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Speaking   ★ Reading    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grammar   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Writing


	Topic: Astrology- Zodiac Sign



	Instructor:

Jamie
	Level:
Pre-Intermediate
	Students:
14
	Length:
30 Minutes


	Materials: Board & Marker

Zodiac Sign and Worksheets (14 Copies)

                 Article on Zodiac and Worksheets (14 Copies)

                 Weekly Horoscope (14 Copies)


	Aims: 
1) Main Aim: To enable students to improve personality adjectives vocabulary 
by reading zodiac sign characteristics
2) Secondary Aim: To enable students to get to know each other’s personality

 by zodiac signs
3) Personal Aim: I want to increase my volume of speaking



	Language Skills:

1) Listening: Teacher Instruction of activity, Ss listen to each other during pair work

 and class discussion
2) Speaking: Ss talk their character traits in zodiac sign and give advice based on 

weekly horoscope
3) Reading: Zodiac sign article, worksheets, Weekly horoscope
4) Writing: Personality Questions- Things that are true/false about my personality 



	Language Systems:
· Lexis: personality and characteristic adjectives


	Assumptions: 
· Students already know their zodiac signs  and some personal characteristics 


	Anticipated Errors and Solutions:

· Students might not understand some vocabulary in worksheets
· Teacher will elicit the meaning of the words from students and give an explanation.


	References: 
http://esl.about.com/od/vocabularylessonplans/a/l_zodiac.htm
http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1101/110116-zodiac.html
http://www.dailyhoroscopes.com/component/option,com_events/task,view_detail/agid,1344/year,2011/month,08/day,14/Itemid,4/


	Lead-In

	Materials: Board & Marker

	Time

5min
	Set Up

Whole Class


	Procedure:

Hi, Everyone, did you all have good night sleep?

Can you guys identify what these signs stand for?
(Draw some zodiac signs and write Ss response..
ex: Horoscope..Gemini, Leo…)
Do you know another word similar to horoscope?

(Elicit the word Zodiac and explain) 
(xxx), Do you know your zodiac?

Do you know some characteristics of your zodiac sign?

(Ask some Ss same questions)
What do you call the study of the movements of the planets, sun, moon, and stars?

(Elicit the word Astrology, Teach Lexis)

Do you believe in horoscope character traits? 
(Ss share opinions)

No matter they are true or not, it’s an interesting way to get to know each other.
Today, we’ll do some reading on astrology, and get to know our personality by zodiac signs. 


	Pre-Activity

	Materials: Article on 13th Zodiac sign  and worksheets

	Time

5min

	Set Up

Whole Class

Pairs

	Procedure:

I. I. Reading an Article
II. Instruction
How many zodiac signs are there?

Have you heard about the new 13th signs of the zodiac?
Let’s find out in an article. 
III. (Distribute the Article)
IV. Let’s read the article first (1~2min),and  do the worksheet in

V.  pairs for 2min. 

ICQ

How many minutes? Are you working individually?  
What is a new 13th Zodiac?

Compare the answers together 
Good job, Class


	Main Activity

	Materials: Zodiac Sign Worksheets

	Time

2min

5 min

10min

	Set Up

Whole Class

Individually

Whole Class

	Procedure:

I. Reading Zodiac Signs
Pre- teach Lexis
Before, we get into another reading, let’s do work on some vocabulary.

1) Prone to
Ex: I’m prone to all kinds of infections 
2) Self-indulgent (Elicit)

Ex: People who do things whatever they want

       (Synonyms: arbitrary, erratic, whimsical…)

3) Inquisitive (Elicit)
CCQ: If you are inquisitive, do you ask many questions?
Instructions
(Distribute the worksheet)

Let’s now skim through zodiac signs and its character traits positive and negative sides.
Find your zodiac sign, and read through individually.
In the last page of your worksheet, write down three traits that are true about you, and two traits that are false about you, and give a reason or examples for each. 
You have 5min to work on.
ICQ

How many minutes?
Are you working in pairs?
Let’s share our character traits now. 
1) Start from Aries to Pisces, ask every Ss to speak about their characteristics. 
2) Find common characteristics among Ss with same zodiac. 
3) Teach vocabularies Ss might not understand 



	Post Activity

	Materials: Weekly Horoscope 

	Time

3 min

	Set Up

Whole Class 
Pairs
	Procedure:

I. Weekly Horoscope
Instructions
(Distribute Weekly Horoscope)
These are weekly horoscope. Read your partner’s weekly horoscope, give advice to each other
 (What’s the best/ worst day, what to avoid…)
II. II. Conclude lesson 

Do you think you got to know each other better?

Good job, see you next week!




There Are 13 Signs of the Zodiac, Expert Says 
(16th January, 2011)
An astronomy professor has turned the astrology world on its head by suggesting the 3,000-year-old zodiac system is wrong. Professor Parke Kunkle said the Earth's wobbly orbit means things have changed in the past three millennia and now has a different relationship to the stars. He said the ancient Babylonians determined the dates of the Zodiac and decided not to include a thirteenth sign called Ophiuchus. He believes the changes in the Earth’s orbit now mean this sign must be included in the Zodiac. This would change all of the dates we are used to with our star signs and many of us would have a new one. Professor Kunkle is surprised his recent announcement has shocked people: "Astronomers have known about this since about 130BC," he said. 
The story has caused millions around the world to worry their life might change because of this news. People who were happy at being a Virgo are upset because they are now Leos. Kunkle says people should not be worried because star signs were never meant to predict our future or provide an income to horoscope writers, saying: "You could predict when to harvest, when to plant, by the stars. So there is some predictive nature there. Then they took it too far, using it to determine when to go to war and people's personalities." Popular astrologer Susan Miller has reassured people they needn’t worry and called the news "ridiculous." In an interview with ABC News, she joked: "We've known about this for ages….Trying to explain something technical in 140 characters is hard."

Zodiac Signs

Aries / March 21 - April 20 
Aries is the first sign of the Zodiac and associated with fresh vigor and new beginnings. Individuals born under this sign are said to have a enthusiastic, adventurous, aggressive, humorous, passionate, and pioneering character but one which is also prone to selfishness, boastfulness, intolerance, impulsiveness, and impatience.  
Taurus / April 21 - May 20 

Taurus is the second sign of the Zodiac and associated with material pleasure. Individuals born under this sign are thought to have a calm, patient, reliable, loyal, affectionate, sensuous, ambitious, and determined character, but one which is also prone to hedonism, laziness, inflexibility, jealousy, and antipathy.  

Positive 
Patient and reliable
Warmhearted and loving
Persistent and determined
Placid and security loving

Gemini / May 21 - June 21 

Gemini is the third sign of the Zodiac and associated with youth and versatility. Individuals born under this sign are thought to have a sociable, fun-loving, versatile, lively, communicative, liberal, intelligent, mentally active and friendly character but one which is also prone to moodiness, inconsistency, superficiality, restlessness and laziness. 

Positive 

Adaptable and versatile
Communicative and witty
Intellectual and eloquent
Youthful and lively

Cancer / June 22 - July 22 
Cancer is the fourth sign of the Zodiac and associated with family and domesticity. Individuals born under this sign are thought to have a kind, emotional, romantic, imaginative, sympathetic, nurturing, and intuitive character, but one which is also prone to changeability, moodiness, hypersensitivity, depression, and clinginess. 

Positive 

Emotional and loving
Intuitive and imaginative
Shrewd and cautious
Protective and sympathetic

Leo / July 23 - August 22 
Leo is the fifth sign of the Zodiac and is associated with the keywords magnanimous, generous, hospitable, caring, warm, authoritative, active and open. Leos are typically pictured as very dignified and regal. They are hard-working, ambitious and enthusiastic, however they are prone to laziness and can often take "the easy way out." They are known to be exuberant, extroverted, generous with a natural dramatic flair and very creative. They are typically very self-assured, and love taking center-stage in whatever arena they are in. 

Positive 

Generous and warmhearted
Creative and enthusiastic
Broad-minded and expansive
Faithful and loving

Virgo / August 23 - September 22 
Virgo is the sixth sign of the Zodiac, a set of astrological signs, and associated with purity and service. Individuals born under this sign are thought to have a diligent, analytical, self-sufficient, controlled, orderly, and modest character but one which is also prone to fussiness, perfectionism, harsh criticism, coldness, and hypochondria. 

Positive 

Modest and shy 
Meticulous and reliable 
Practical and diligent 
Intelligent and analytical 

Libra/ September 23 - October 22 
Libra is the seventh sign of the Zodiac and associated with justice. Individuals born under this sign are thought to have a pleasant, articulate, charming, charismatic, fair, artistic, social, refined, diplomatic, even-tempered and self-sufficient character, but on the negative side, are also thought to be indecisive, flirtatious, extravagant, lazy, analytical, frivolous, impatient, envious, shallow, aloof, and quarrelsome. 

Positive 

Diplomatic and urbane 
Romantic and charming 
Easygoing and sociable 
Idealistic and peaceable 

Scorpio / October 23 - November 21 

Scorpio is the eighth sign of the Zodiac and associated with intensity, passion, and power. Individuals born under this sign are thought to have a complex, analytical, patient, keenly perceptive, inquisitive, focused, determined, hypnotic, and self-contained character, but one which is also prone to extremity, jealousy, envy, secretiveness, possessiveness, cruelty and cunning. 
Positive 

Determined and forceful 
Emotional and intuitive 
Powerful and passionate 
Exciting and magnetic 

Sagittarius / November 22 - December 21 

Sagittarius is the ninth sign of the Zodiac and associated with travel and expansion. Individuals born under this sign are thought to have a straight-forward, dynamic, highly intelligent, extremely clever, ethical, humorous, generous, open-hearted, compassionate, and energetic character, but one which is also prone to restlessness, impulsiveness, impatience, recklessness, and kiddishness. 

Positive 

Optimistic and freedom-loving 
Jovial and good-humored 
Honest and straightforward 
Intellectual and philosophical 

Capricorn / December 22 - January 19 

Capricorn is the tenth sign of the Zodiac and associated with hard work and business affairs. Individuals born under this sign are thought to have an ambitious, modest, patient, responsible, stable, trustworthy, powerful, intellectual, perspicacious and persistent character but one which is also prone to coldness, conservatism, rigidity, materialism, and dullness. 

Positive 

Practical and prudent
Ambitious and disciplined 
Patient and careful 
Humorous and reserved 

Aquarius / January 20 - February 18 
Aquarius is the eleventh sign of the Zodiac and associated with future ideas and the unusual. Individuals born under this sign are thought to have a modest, creative, challenging, inquisitive, entertaining, progressive, stimulating, nocturnal, and independent character, but one which is also prone to rebelliousness, coldness, erraticism, indecisive, and impracticality. 

Positive 

Friendly and humanitarian 
Honest and loyal 
Original and inventive
Independent and intellectual 

Pisces / February 19 - March 20 

Pisces is the twelfth and last sign of the Zodiac and associated with human emotions. Individuals born under this sign are thought to be tolerant, modest, dreamy, romantic, humorous, generous, emotional, receptive, affectionate, and have an honest character, but are also prone to exaggeration, fickleness, passiveness, hypersensitivity, and paranoia. 

Positive 

Imaginative and sensitive 
Compassionate and kind 
Selfless and unworldly 
Intuitive and sympathetic 

· Which three traits do you think are true about you? Please list and give a reason for each. 
I am: 
I am: 
I am: 
· Which two traits do you think are false about you? Please list and give a reason for each. 
I am not: 
I am not: 

Positive 


Adventurous and energetic�Pioneering and courageous�Enthusiastic and confident�Dynamic and quick-witted 








Negative 


Selfish and quick-tempered�Impulsive and impatient�Foolhardy and daredevil 








Negative 


Jealous and possessive�Resentful and inflexible�Self-indulgent and greedy








Negative 


Nervous and tense�Superficial and inconsistent�Cunning and inquisitive








Negative 


Changeable and moody�Overemotional and touchy�Clinging and unable to let go








Negative 


Pompous and patronizing�Bossy and interfering�Dogmatic and intolerant








Negative 


Fussy and a worrier �Overcritical and harsh �Perfectionist and conservative 








Negative 


Indecisive and changeable �Gullible and easily influenced�Flirtatious and self-indulgent








Negative 


Jealous and resentful �Compulsive and obsessive �Secretive and obstinate








Negative 


Blindly optimistic and careless �Irresponsible and superficial �Tactless and restless








Negative 


Pessimistic and fatalistic �Miserly and grudging








Negative 


Intractable and contrary �Perverse and unpredictable �Unemotional and detached








Negative 


Escapist and idealistic �Secretive and vague �Weak-willed and easily led
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