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When I started to learn a foreign language was in England kindergarten at three 
years old, so I can be called a “False Beginner”. If I had not been to and studied 

in Australia again, I probably would not be so enthusiastic about learning this 
language, English. There are so many coincidences, which push me on the way 
of learning a foreign language. I am from a traditional Taiwanese family. Many 
people in my country can speak two languages- Mandarin and Taiwanese. 
Taiwanese is more like a dialect because it does not have the writing system 
and mostly elder Taiwanese people use it. My parents spoke English to me 
since I was three years old, so I cannot say my first language is Mandarin or 

either English. However, when I was eight years old I went back to Taiwan, and 

I could not really communicate with anyone, but I started to acquire Mandarin 
and Taiwanese around ten years old. Believe it or not, at the same time, I had 

forgotten English and did not want to pick it up again. Until I studied in middle 
and senior high school, I started to learn and used the grammar-translation 
method as the main approach , however, I did not get any interested in those 

writing, reading and grammatical rules.
My language learning history is so long. It starts from my three years old and 
continues on now. People might wonder the reasons what makes me 
spend so much time on learning English, and it seems no end point. They are 
two main reasons: firstly, I am interested in learning English, since I had been 

studied through the language school, and an university in Australia; secondly, 
I have never achieved the level of near native English speakers, so there is no 
end point of learning English. Two significant events in my life influence me to 
make English as my lifelong goal and later being an enthusiasm teacher. 
Firstly, when I went to Australia (Brisbane) for the first time, I stayed in typical 
Australia home stay family, and my home stay mother Sally was a stuff of ticket 

checking at an international airport. There were four students whom from 

Switzerland, France, Japan and Taiwan. I was nervous to start speaking in 

English, but Sally cheered me up to communicate with other students, and 

Connie (Switzerland) was the one whom had tried to talk to me the most, when 

time goes by I felt close relation between us. We had a walk after dinner, and I 
sometimes got good advice of studying English from Connie. She sparks my 
enthusiasm in learning English. 
Secondly, when I was studying at the English language school, which I attended 
in Australia (Brisbane). Teacher called Elizabeth has adopted “Johnson and 
Morrow’s: The Communicative Approach”, gave me a good foundation on 
“language sense”. Therefore, she gave me power of it, such as group 
discussion is helping me to understand the key concepts, choosing an outside 
reading material, and directing an English drama performance. Those 
achievements from the teacher motivated me on the road of learning English.
However, I also encountered some frustrations while learning English. Though I 
did well on an English test of University Entrance Exam (ITELS), I felt very up 
sad because of my poor presentation grade. I did not want to loose confident 

because of the presentation, so through hardly practicing, then it’s getting better 
and better.In addition, English learning environment is critical factor and when I 
lived in England, there were about 8 students in one class, teacher did not 

taught by any textbooks. But I remember we always gathered into a circle, 

waiting teacher to telling us a nice story. Although, teacher did not give students 

any homework, but teacher is about to exploded students creation and 

interested by playing around with teaching equipments, it really helped much for 

each students with creation.  As compared with traditional classrooms, teacher 
spoken more than students and even there is no any discussion activity in the 

class. In addition, the concept of traditional between modern classrooms 

environment should be focused more on communicative competence and 
extensive reading. 
Finally, learning environment is important for learning second language. I often 
think many of students cannot learn English successfully because they do not 
have chances to use English in daily lives. I have never achieved the native-like 
level because of the same reason. To retrospect all these learning experiences, 
I found out it is difficult to learn a new language very well, especially when the 
native language is far from this new language or you are not living in that 
environment.
In conclusion, preparing to be a teacher, I need to remind myself the importance 
of giving students sense of achievement. It is not hard for students who get 
good grades in English to feel successful in learning, but it is hard for those who 
do not. Besides, grammatical translation method is not the best way to learn a 
new language, though it is still dominated today’s textbooks. Furthermore, I 
need to do my best to show more enthusiastic to students and make English fun 
and easier to learn. 
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