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After returning from the school, I have come to the conclusion that it is almost impossible for me to mix with my classmate if I do not speak their language. It was when I was ten years old and it was when I was in Vietnam. My father was a general in the army and he was dispatched at Korean embassy, as an officer, at Saigon city during Vietnam War year 1968. At that time, I was ten years old boy, but the school put me at kindergarten classroom since I could neither speak English nor Vietnamese. Everything was new to me and I experienced serious culture shock. In those days, there was war at Vietnam and I was also having the culture war. I was haunted by the fear of different foreign languages and it started when I was at the age of ten. 
After struggling and wriggling myself almost one and half year at Vietnam to improve my second language, I finally got used to the surrounding. And I thought my life would be a lot easier since then, but it was my total mistake. My father was appointed Korean minister to Mexico and I had to move to Mexico City with my father. Of course, I had to confront again with new culture and language. And if I recall correctly, I had very tough time even worse than ever. And after a year staying at Mexico City, our family moved to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil because my father was assigned to new position at the Korean embassy in Brazil. After staying three years at Brazil, I gradated the elementary school in Brazil and my childhood naturally started with second languages, English, Vietnamese, Spanish and Portuguese. 
For me it was kind of successful to learn different languages. Because, I had no option but to learn second language as quickly as possible in order to survive at the school. It was very desperate situation for me but also it was also quite effective way to learn second language. If I don’t speak I would be treated as a mute or as a deaf by my classmate. As a result, second language became a part of my life. After graduating the high school in Korea, I went to the university in Korea but I found myself that I would be more familiar if I go study abroad. So after I served three years in Eighth United States Army in Korea, I went to United States and I graduated the university in Rhode Island. After I had completed my study, I have worked at several major firms in Korea, working at overseas business field for more than twenty five years travelling most of the countries in the world. 
From past experience, I learned that the child learns second language more effectively compare with adult. It’s because they are self starter and quick learner. Once I studied Russian when I was mid thirties. I had great passion for learning the Russian but it took quite long time to read speak and write the Russian. It took almost double time compare with my childhood experience, learning the second language. To acquire the second language, I believe the sooner the better. When I was at elementary school in Brazil, it was operated by catholic foundation and the teachers were all nuns. I can remember that the school was very conservative and strict. After 15years later, when I went to State for study, I experience totally different new world. It was a liberal academic world. And most of the college buildings were designed like space station and I can clearly see that school focused on academic programs and develop the skills and profession of students. 
When I was a kid, I learned the language in order to mingle with friends, when I was a youth of twenty, I learned the language in order to graduate the school and after that when I was with companies, I learned the languages to get promoted, to make fortune and to be the senior director. And I think I have accomplished most of my goals. However, it’s all vain and nothing left. I found myself empty and vain. I realized that for past nearly 40 years, I learned the English for my own benefit. Now before it’s too late, I decided myself that I should learn professionally how to teach English and apply that knowledge to the missionary field. And that’s how I knocked the door of Time Tesol and I think I made excellent decision so far.
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