  (Anna) Naye kim

Tesol essay #1

Mr. Benjamin Valencia

Student is the host of the class.

The English quote “We are still masters of our fate. We are still captains of our souls” is my favorite one. If I think I am a master of my fate, and souls, I try to behave and talk more carefully. And I strive to be passionate. I think students also do this. The biggest reason that learning English is to communicate with foreign friends. For good conversation, it is important to practice many times. So I believe it is a good teacher to help students involve the class. Teacher gives students many chance to speak each other, practice sentences and feel what the action and reaction is. 

A second language environment that I have experienced is two types. One is high school education, and the other one is the class during freshman. One is a failure, and the other one is a success I think.

During my high school, I have never learned ‘English conversation’ separately. English class always included ‘listening’ and ‘reading’ part.  I did not have a time to communicate with friends using English. It was just study for the College scholastic ability Test, not for communication. That was reason that I’ve felt nervous in front of a foreigner. 

In high school, teachers were typically ‘Explainer’. Especially when I was a second grade, I leaned English to teacher whose name is Jane park. She was a Korean and a strict teacher. She spent time explaining the meaning of vocabulary and grammar and how to translate English to Korean. The lecture was so boring. Many parts of students looked blankly and even slept in lecture. She did not teach how interesting we talked with friends using English and understood other culture. 

On the other hand as soon as I went to the university, I took a class ‘English conversation’ first of my life. Before I went to classroom, I tensed naturally. My first foreign teacher’s name was Korin. She was from Canada and she always listened carefully all students’ opinion. She showed respect. I think now she already knew about characteristics of Adult learners. She let us to speak with partner and gives us motivations, interest of speaking English and being able to communicate with each other.  Before that time, English was just a difficult subject to me. After taking that class I thought that the English is interesting languages first. I really wanted to understand their language and culture. 

When I took her lecture, I felt I was the owner of that class. Korin taught us that we were the host in the classroom. She didn’t spend much of time to explain the meaning of words like Jane who my high school English teacher. We did various activities and after activities she gave some feedback and error corrections. I  realized that I was interested in English naturally and honestly participated in the lecture. 

Doing many practices gives me confidence. I have had a dream to travel around the world for experiencing other country’s culture, music and arts. She was an ‘Involver’. She gives us some instructions that we need to the minimum and we did activities. She asked us to guess and let us group and have demonstrated to each other. She played a role as the facilitator and made her class ‘Experiential learning’. As you know, Average retention rates for experiential learning is about 80%. It was a very effective method. So even now I remember what I learned that class clearly.


In conclusion, it is effective method to let students involve in the class. As my experience it is easy to remember rather than just seeing and listening the lecture. And If students know they are the owner of the class, they take part in the class more passionately, I think. So someday I have some chance to teach students, I will help them to participate in the class and give them feedback. And I also want to get some good feedback from them.
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