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There is no need to emphasize that English became a key part of education and it is not taken as a foreign language anymore here in Korea. At first, everybody studied English in the way which they used to study other subjects, but people realized that teaching and learning English can not be done by the same method. Thus, different ways of teaching were introduced and practiced. Among all the choices, I surely insist that learning English through drama is the best one. When I studied at a university, my major was the English Literature and I was in an English drama club and it helped me improve my English and understand English Literature better. Because we performed famous English plays which we learned in classes, I still remember them. According to my experience, drama is a great tool when teaching English. Here are some reasons why I insist drama can be an effective way of teaching English.

First of all, teaching English through drama enables learners to use what they are learning with pragmatic intent, something that is most difficult to learn through explanation. Drama contains actual conversations with ideas, emotions, feelings, appropriateness, and adaptability and all of them are provided in various situations. The conventional English classes rarely give learners chances to use language in this manner; learning through drama develops fluency and skills in real communications so it can motivate students and naturally enhance their linguistic abilities. For example, I taught my drama students emotions through ‘One-Line Theatre’ which is comprised of certain situations and one line for two characters. Students had a chance to act their lines by changing the tone of their voices, and facial expressions. In the activity, they could face their situations better as competent users of the English language because they used the language in operation.

Second, I strongly believe in action and music in teaching English and a drama class mainly uses those two factors. In an actual drama class, I guided my students to use props and costumes for many different activities and purposes. Once, we did a ‘Pie Fight’ with shaving cream. Students had a few lines to act and at the end of each scene, they threw pies at a teacher. In the activity, they not only used English in the context but also added a prop and action to it. Also, I tried several songs related to emotions and fairy tales. My drama students sang ‘LOVE (Nat King Cole),’ ‘Under the Sea (Samuel E. Wright: Disney),’ and ‘Beauty and the Beast (Celine Dion: Disney).’ Singing could encourage students with simple dance motions. For instance, when we sang ‘LOVE,’ we made alphabet shapes L, O, V, and E with our fingers, like sign language. The brain learns best and retains most when exploring physical sites and materials. By comparison, passive experiences tend to attenuate learners’ memories and have little lasting impact. 


Third, learning English has to be fun and enjoyable and English drama class is perfect in this respect. Teaching English through drama is totally different from teaching other subjects or usual English classes because most of the drama activities are practiced differently. There is much more participation and interaction going on in English drama classes. All the students are always involved in everything and they create their own play with classmates. My drama students performed ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ in an open class. They chose their characters in the play and acted it out. Students seemed to enjoy themselves and became more proud and confident. Classes are more lively and exciting when students actually take part in lessons and also things that they perform are carved in their brain. Moreover, it takes quite a bit of energy so students do not easily get bored or feel drowsy and at the same time they can enjoy and learn English without realizing. If students are under pressure to study English, they can feel antipathy so it is important for teachers to build up a natural and suitable environment for students to achieve their goals in English.

Finally, teaching methods must evolve like science develops. With the course of time, students and teachers change so they should teach and learn with suitable methods. We should explore English through drama. English drama classes can be done in almost infinite ways using different kinds of activities and have a lot of benefits. Teaching English through drama can increase motivation and reduce anxiety. Creative expression and thinking can be built and social interaction is recommended between students. For students who are lack of cooperative skills can learn how to work in harmony together with others by accomplishing a play. Because students can develop their English and be more interactive, taking an English drama course is killing two birds with one stone.
