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No matter how hard a teacher prepares his or her lessons, something can go not so well or problems can happen unexpectedly. Anyone can be embarrassed and panic if things go in a way which they have never imagined. For example, students can say that they do not want to work with their partners, they can keep forgetting their books and they can ask a question that is totally unrelated to the lesson. Whatever happens, a teacher should handle the problem and carry on. As a teacher, I have been through all kinds of happenings and I would like to talk about specific situations.

My school is a private elementary school and everywhere is the English zone. I speak English in class of course and even when I am not teaching I speak English with my students. Most of them are comfortable communicating in English but sometimes they talk in Korean in class. I think it’s important that I speak English only on the first day when I meet new students. By doing so, I can give an impression that I will be teaching them English in English throughout the year. I also explain that the classroom is the English zone and give students rules. First, if they only speak English for the whole class, I give them stickers. They have their sticker book and when they reach certain points, they get some prizes. Second, if some students speak Korean frequently or are not bothered to use English, I give the student or the whole class △ or Ⅹ on an evaluation sheet. Their homeroom teacher applies the evaluation in their homeroom. So by giving prize and punishment, I try to make them use English all the time.

Being punctual is one of the most significant qualifications for both teachers and students. However, some students just do not seem to understand it. I have one student who is often a few minutes late for class. At first, I asked him to come early but he was still not on time. So I asked his classmates to take him with them and I expressed how happy I am to have him early in class and welcomed him with a surprise every time he showed up early. He is getting better now and it is a useful and effective method to give compliments even if they are for trivial reasons. Good comments can change students and make them want to be better. In addition, I would like to try to have real conversations with students who are late or absent. If I know their reasons, it would be easier for me to help them to make it on time.

Sometimes, I give students presentation homework. I ask them to do research on the project or topic and present their ideas in front of other students. This kind of homework can encourage them to work by themselves and make them learn how to organize. For instance, we will learn about Egypt in class. I would first ask my students to find out any facts about Egypt and we will talk about them in class. After that, students will put the facts into different categories and make a chart with the information. Finally they can present their ideas about Egypt in front of the class. I would give them some options when they look for information. The school library has many books so students can find some books about Egypt. The Internet also has plenty of data and I would suggest them to visit the Egypt embassy website. Moreover, they can find where the embassy is and I would go there with them to get some more materials. I would also ask students to decorate the classroom with Egypt theme so it would be helpful for them to experience Egypt atmosphere. I insist that it is important to guide students or give them tips for their presentations because they might not know where to find right information or how to put them together.

A class can not go well when only the teacher works hard to keep it work. It should be both teachers students work together to make it work. When unexpected occurrences happen, a teacher can try to solve them in different ways. The teacher can make certain rules, use the carrots and the stick, or solve problems with students. Sometimes, it can work and sometimes it won’t work but even if it doesn’t, it is important that a teacher tries to manage a class. A class is a small community so people involved should try to make things better for them.
