To start teaching beliefs based on my experiences.

Written by Sang Ah
     Let me just start by saying that what I experienced in learning English as a 2nd language when I 
was a high school student, when I was a university student taking a class in a language institute. 
Based on these experiences of learning English, how I want to be a good English teacher who can be 
respected by speakers of other languages. These experiences have made me more challengeable to 
start teaching beliefs, and I signed up for courses of TIMES MEDIA TESOL Program.
    Most of Korean students have experienced in learning things like grammar by rote and so have I.

When I was a high school student, my Korean English teachers often forced me to learn and 
memorize the grammar rules as well every new word not that is suggestive of situations. So I did 
not like to memorize all of them. They were traditional teaching types. They used the five basic 
language system; phonology, lexis, grammar, function, discourse, but focused so much on the 
reading and listening that are receptive skills even though the four basic language skills; listening, 
speaking, reading, writing should be interacted together in modern classrooms. They applied Audio-
Lingual Method (ALM) and Grammar Translation (GTM) to me. Further, if I missed that question on 
the test, they scolded me for not doing well the test. That was Positive (+) Punishment in 
Behaviorist Theory. When I was a university student, I had a chance to learn English from foreign 
teachers. They are from Canada and liked pair works & small groups (three to six people) for free 
discussion with guide books. So, I knew well each student’s characteristics. Some of them were autonomous (independent) and self-directed, some of them were relevancy (reason) – oriented. 
That time, I was goal-oriented because of TOEIC and English interview in order to work for a 
foreign company. My Canadian teachers considered the process as being more important than the 
result for reasons of my own. They really liked free talking in small groups and maximizing student 
interaction in class. For example, encourage a friendly, relaxed learning environment and if possible, 
arrange seating so that students can all see each other and talk to each other. Also, make use of 
pairs and small groups to maximize opportunities for students to speak and encourage interaction 
between students rather than only between student and teacher, and teacher and student. Further, 
they followed Affective Filter Hypothesis as a second language acquisition. So, I could learn well in 
an environment where they are free to make mistakes, now I am thinking, it was a success. Thanks 
to them, I have worked in one foreign company for eight years. 
     To conclude, I would like to say that Enabler leads to success. It will be not quite easy for me to 
become an Enabler, but I realize that how important classroom interaction is to me, especially 
teacher’s skills in enabling interaction. If I become an English teacher, I will encourage a very 
friendly, relaxed learning environment and get students to ask questions, give explanations, 
expressions to encourage them to speak and listen to each other, sometime will use traditional 
teaching techniques as a multiple choice based on my experiences.
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