An Uneasy but Not Impossible Goal to be Achieved: 

Becoming a Competitive English Teacher
“Though zeal, knowledge is gotten;
through lack of zeal, knowledge is lost.

- Buddha
1. Motivation and Development
20 years ago, for the first time, I felt like loser and I got motivated to learn English even harder than ever. There’s an anecdote of mine. I was coming back home with some of my friends. A friend of mine (I can’t remember his name) said, as a joke, ‘The math teacher in my class was just like psycho today. What about you?’ He asked me. But I didn’t know well about English at that time so I mumbled, ‘ye..yes..she really was.’ He asked again. “You know the meaning of that word, psycho?’ ‘Does it mean she’s like a machine?’ And then, my answer caused howls of laughter. That was the most embarrassed moment I’ve ever had. I was truly ashamed of my did and I made up my mind to study English much harder than anyone around me. Maybe it was my ultimate motivation to be an English teacher now and his comment was such a stimulus for me. So I started to  memorize almost every word and phrase I got to see. While it was very difficult, there’s something exciting and interesting. ‘Speak every word.’ That was the most favorite in learning English(so far). 3 years later, when I entered high school, I got all A’s on English subject. But there’s something not to be satisfied with myself. 
2. Differences between 2nd year and 3rd year in high school:  
Modern vs. Traditional Classroom

At the moment I felt like that, my English teacher (whose name is Shin Sang Ah, 2nd year of high school English teacher) summoned me into her office. She asked what I wanted to be after school. Actually, I didn’t have any dream and something to be made sure of so I could say nothing. Then she handed me some books and cassette tapes for TOEIC saying “I don’t know what you want to do in the future but how about becoming an English teacher? It’s something really challengeable and fascinated.” I was motivated to learn English by the situation that I felt ashamed and I made up my mind to be an English teacher by caring from my English teacher. I think the chances I had are related to social interaction and language development.               
So I got a great time with my English teacher in school and to exuberate in learning English. Miss Shin often prepared some activities for classes. Sometimes we played games, and another times she got us to do group works. I really liked her and really loved the way she taught. Once a young man came into class with her. And then, he spoke in English very fast. My friends and I were embarrassed but a few minutes later I got to understand what he said (thanks to studying with books and tapes Miss Shin gave me before). He was a friend of Miss Shin and was a Korean-American and immigrated to the U.S. when he was 5. I answered over a half of the quizzes he gave us, then he said to me “Please don’t answer my quiz a while. I’m gonna get you 10 candies later.” But I got nothing. Anyway, I think Miss Shin tried to give us a lot of chances to be exposed to English naturally and focused on speaking and listening. That is related to ‘Communicative Language Teaching’. 
The precious joy of 2nd year in high school passed over. When I became the 3rd grade, at the first time of English class, I felt frustrated. The teacher’s last name was Han. In the first time English class, he wrote so many words and phrases on the board. And then, he told us to memorize all. All the time just like that. I was exhausted and disappointed with the way he taught. That was an old-fashion teaching style. That was one-sided and lecturing-centered and also oppressive class. I was afraid of punishment he gave me and missed Miss Shin alot. The subject ‘English’ was the least favored especially for me at that time. 
3. Conclusion: To make a Genuine Human Being
One day, I asked Miss Shin why she became a teacher. She said “Though all legitimate trades are equally honorable, I think the teacher is the most precious profession in the world. They can turn immature people into mature ones. That’s noble and very important for our society. Through love and respect from their students, teachers can tide over every difficult situation, finally.” That was the most valuable and impressive statement I’ve ever heard in my life so far. 

The authentic teacher is just like a tour guide to a journey for English. For example, a tour guide should have sufficient and adequate knowledge on their field not to make their tourists misunderstand. They should also have responsibility and love for their own tourists in case of emergency. It’s similar to being a teacher. So I’m sure the most important things teachers should equip are not only love and responsibility but appropriate knowledge and sufficient experiences on their field. 
