Essay
Leah (74th TESOL weekend class) 
Now, I’m a person who learns and teaches, and also likes English. I spend almost my whole day, teaching English and preparing the classes. And I’ve designed my life by getting paid from teaching. Even though I’m an English teacher, I had never thought English would be important like this in my life, about 20 years ago. Today, most of cities in Korea are lined with kindergartens or private institutes of English. Unlike nowadays, the most children of my age learned English at the first time by entering a middle school.
The first English teacher let me memorize alphabets and words without teaching phonics or phonetic alphabets. I memorized words unconditionally with following her after she read aloud. Of course not I understood how to read, or make a sound like that. In 1990s, English in Korea was precisely grammar, so she taught me grammar, like “to infinitives”, “tenses” and other concepts  by memorizing, too. Now, I know she skipped too many steps without any English skills, but I couldn’t help memorizing and memorizing the usage of grammar. It was too hard to apply the way that I remembered like math formulas into her class. However she hit or punished all of students if we didn’t. My first English teacher was a very strict teacher, as well as a rigorous explainer. I needed to accept anything she explained because I was afraid of being shamed and her punishment.
At that time, English was not a language  but just learning to keep taking notes of what teachers explained or wrote on the board. In an instant, I hated English. I couldn’t be interested in English even during a high school. As I had spent my teenage years  before Korea was globalized, I thought I didn’t have to study English and this study had never connected with  me. However I started studying English by accident, now I am willing to tell anyone I like English so much. That is why at last, I realized English was not a study to apply a kind of formula
Reflecting on my horrible school days, it has been serving as a foundation for teaching students. This is because I had already experienced what my students are getting with English.
As an English teacher, the important parts that I focus on are following:
First of all, helping learners understand. Knowledge that has been simply instilled in learners’ mind without understanding of it doesn’t last long. In grammar class, I help learners understand why to be made and how to be translated. In reading class, I help students comprehend by mapping with a main idea and details. If it is necessary, using materials related to the subject is an effective way to make them take the information easily.
It is important for learners to take an interest in English as well. Learners cannot retain knowledge for a long term without understanding. If they have an interest in the subject, however, they try to participate in the class. This makes them comprehend and acquire.
Next, after setting the goals for learners, teachers need to make a plan to progress toward with motivating. To proceed successfully, teachers shouldn’t teach students on much higher or lower level. In comparison with their current level, it is helpful to teach them on one upper step. Even though abilities of learners in speaking, writing, reading and listening are different, these skills all interact on each other. That is why teachers should relate all of these.
Finally, the class is not only for the teachers or learners. It would be made of interaction between teachers and learners. If they share each opinion and take it, they are able to make the class dynamic and effective together. It is not useful only to think in head or write with a pen. In order to make the knowledge from short term memory to long term memory, teachers make students speak their own idea or write each opinion. This leads learning English to not just study, but acquisition.
As most fields of study, there is a little difficulty in learning English. Teachers are always willing to help learners get over their barriers, and also encourage them not to give up and be afraid.
If I teach students English authentically as a guide or a counsellor, they are able to realize that English is not just a gate to connect to other worlds, but also a tool to experience other cultures.
