Jaewon Shin (J-1)
HOW TO ENHANCE ENGLISH COMMUNICATION SKILL AS AN ENABLER
Less than 2 years ago, my communicative competence in English was in the pre-intermediate level which could satisfy basic survival needs and very routine social demands. I could read and write simple materials on familiar topics, and I could speak English through frequent repetition. However, I couldn’t understand complicated phrases containing unfamiliar vocabulary. I was always feeling sort of inferior to my friends who seemed to speak English fluently. 
Motivated by my eagerness to enhance my English skills, I actively participated in the WEST Program – the Global Internship Program including the English Language Training Course - sponsored by Ministry of Education, Science and Technology. I flied to America and lived there for 18 months, learning English and working at American organizations. At that time, I was self-directed and goal-oriented, which I think belonged fully to adult learner characteristics. 
During English Language Training Course in America, I had the best teacher ever. He looked as if he were very lazy and didn’t do anything in class room. He always gave us some projects along with various materials. I was very interested in what he brought everyday for class. The materials were diverse ones such as puzzle, movie, famous song, clay, etc. Those of things induced me to be actively involved in class activities and lessons. Also, he limited student numbers to fewer than 6. Due to the small group, we could know each other very closely and couldn’t get any phobia of speaking in public even with clumsy English.

The project seemed like just simple research job or fun game. However, we had to use English all the time with classmates and to think about various topics. In order to complete projects, I kept listening to what they were saying, and I tried to give them a favorable impression, which motivated them to actively participate in various kinds of research works and games. Through those projects, I could know the subject matter very well and learn how to get along with different background people. As a result, I managed to use English all the time even out of class room. Thanks to such practical experiences, my English skill has improved to an Advanced Level, which is proved by the high scores I achieved in the Listening & Reading and Speaking TOEIC test.
Now, I realized that his teaching style was a type of enabler. I believe this teaching style is suitable for students who are eager to learn a second language. In addition, they can control themselves in person and can share feeling with teachers. In this case, teachers have to suggest appropriate guideline and give them correct information. 
As a TESOL Teacher, I want to be an enabler. I can imagine that it will be extremely hard to become an enabler. However, I’m willing to make every effort to interact with students and eventually bring out their confidence and strength one by one. I believe that a positive but unassuming teaching method, together with a considerate but creative idea, is more effective for teaching English to students who want to learn English as a second language.  
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