[Essay 1] What are the key requirements for a language instructor to teach second language to non-native speakers?
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Metaphorically, language is like a fine dish of meal which contains simply more than linguistic ingredients. In other words, language is a useful tool for us to deliver not only our thoughts and ideas but to express and convey one’s identity and cultural values. When it comes to an acquisition of second language, being exposed to a ‘language-learning’ environment is highly influential. This environment refers to a condition where a learner is repeatedly exposed to the language, both directly and indirectly. Unlike mother tongue, learning a second language requires additional effort and time of adaptation, self-learning and practice. Thus, amid the process of learning, the role of a teacher or a language instructor is relatively significant in order to build up such language-friendly atmosphere. Based on my experience of learning second language (English), I would like to suggest two key characteristics a language teaching instructor must hold. 

First of all, a language instructor should hold an ability to provide a low-anxiety learning environment. A low-anxiety learning environment can be described as a condition where learners are able to freely and comfortably speak without being nervous about making mistakes. Creating a low-anxiety learning environment can be somewhat difficult, especially for those who just started to learn second language. In such cases, based on my past experience, dividing the classes up by levels can be effective. When I just began to learn English in elementary school, I can recall myself being sent to the ESL class with other beginner students. At that time, ESL class was a much more comfortable place for me to practice English because I felt I was learning together with my peers rather than competing with each other. Further, a positive learning atmosphere also can be created through a language instructor’s non-judgmental behavior and encouraging manner allowing the students to take time to practice what they’ve learned. 
Secondly, an instructor must become an active motivator among the learners in terms of teaching second language. Unlike other subjects, language highly involves in interaction which goes beyond understanding the content itself. Therefore, simply delivering the grammatical or linguistic knowledge of language, what we call as ‘traditional teaching method’, cannot effectively improve the learner’s linguistic ability. Self-motivation is the key factor in learning second language. Self-motivation can also be expressed as ‘having fun’ and it can be successfully stimulated through an active involvement of an instructor. My best learning experience was when I learnt English through drama role-plays. Taking a role in a musical play had put myself independently study the scripts and practice the lines with enthusiasm. Games and Ice-breakers are possible activities that can motivate the learners. This is a simple example but it clarifies how a teacher should consider a learner’s interest in learning language. 
We can easily meet people who have naturally acquired second language simply through having overseas experience. This illustrates that grammar, sentence structure and vocabularies are not the only components of language but there are also other environmental aspects such as body language, cultural norms affecting the formation of a system. In other words, providing a conditional environment is one of the key successes of teaching language. People think language can be separated into four skills; listening, reading, writing and speaking and believe that these skills can be individually acquired. However, let’s think carefully. Is language meaningful by simply learning the skills to read and understand while you fail to express your thoughts? Therefore, a language instructor must always bear in mind that the purpose of learning a language is to communicate and create a relationship. One does not have to be flawless in his or her linguistic ability. What is more important is the process of learning and simply having fun while you experience the new language system. (Total 625 words)
