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ESSAY 01:
SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION ASSIGNMENT
I am so grateful Korea is not the only experience I have had of second language environment.

Having the experience of my second language environment in overseas, I came to realized how the teaching system in Korea is inefficient. I would have probably became a dumb in front of anyone who speaks English, if Korea was the only second language environment I would have ever had.
 It is not surprising to realize I remember nothing about my English classes in Korea though I stayed here until fifth grade elementary. It explains how the English classes in Korea were inefficient. The students learned second languages by textbooks and lectures, not through communications. The classes were more teacher-centered, only chalk-and-talk, and were basically focused on receptive skills of the students. This is probably why many people at my age or older in Korea are so afraid of speaking English. Based on the knowledge of what they have learned from the textbooks and lectures, they are so bound to say things with correct grammar and pronunciation, so they just speak nothing.
 Although there have been many changes in Korean education system on second languages, the English classes still needs renovation. As English had become mandatory in attending a good college and getting a good job, most schools and private educations are still focusing on getting good grades on English level tests such as TOEIC and TOEFL, instead of helping the students to actually use the second language efficiently and enjoy it. 
 I believe second language must be fun to learn. If it is fun, students will enjoy learning it and will try to use it more frequently. This will eventually improve the second language skill of the students. In order to make the class fun, the teachers should not be just an ‘Explainer’. They should also be an ‘Involver’ and going a step forward, an ‘Enabler’. The classroom should be student-centered -- students actively participating. The teachers should be focusing on communication skills, utilizing variety of techniques to teach and explain the students, and doing interesting activities to help the learners not to lose their interests in learning second language. Moreover, teachers must endeavor to develop students’ leadership to become autonomous learners. 
This is exactly how I learned English. I have spent my sixth grade elementary to high school at International school in Indonesia. Though I was put in the circumstance which I had no other choice to use English to communicate with others, I learned mostly by doing activities and having fun with my friends in classrooms. This was how it was different with my classes at overseas from Korea’s. Teachers did not just lecture. There were skits (live demonstrations) and group activities. Teachers gave a subject and requested the students to teach about it to others. By having thorough experiences in all four language skills – listening, speaking, reading and writing, and not just using receptive skills but also productive skills, my English could be retained and improved everyday. 
 As it is described in Stephen Krashen’s fifth theory “Affective Filter Hypothesis,” I think providing comfortable and fun second language environment to the students as a teacher is also very important. Under this circumstance, the students will learn more effectively, like I did. And to provide this comfortable and fun learning environment, the teacher should have empathy -- trying to see things in student’s perspective, authenticity -- to be oneself as in same level with the students and lastly, respect on students so that the students will be more open in relationship with their teachers. This way, the students’ confidence will grow and the students’ language will be improved even more.
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