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I have never questioned what I wanted to be when I grow up. I’ve always knew that I wanted to teach. Even at the end of long school days, I would come home and play school with the neighborhood children. I had such a desire to help others learn and took pleasure in doing so. This desire to become an effective teacher came from the previous teachers that I’ve met. Some of them were enablers who created conditions that enabled me to learn by myself. Others were involvers who made me to actively participate in class activities. Very few of them were explainers who were experts in their area and taught me through their intellectual lectures. 


Compared to my korean friends, I relatively had more teachers that were enablers. This might be because of the different English education style between Korean schools and international schools. I have both experiences of learning in Korean schools and international schools. I’ve recognized the differences for each. Six years of experiencing international schools provided me with greater opportunities to meet enabler teachers. I personally prefer enabler teaching style because casual mood of the class provides a comfortable atmosphere to learn. The friendly relationship between teachers and students also encourages me to enthusiastically participate. 


On the other hand, Korean school teachers tend to be explainer when teaching English. Learning English or any other language should require learners to actively involve in receptive skills (reading and listening) as well as productive skills (speaking and writing). However, I’ve realized that Korean school teachers focus more on receptive skills than productive skills. They teach students as explainers than enablers. The amount of students’ involvement is very limited. Students take notes as their teacher gives them lectures about English grammar and vocabulary. Instead of involving them to actively participate in class activities, the teachers require them to memorize. This type of English classes tend to make students to utilize their short-term memory skills. Memories don’t last long when one tries to forcefully remember and memorize. According to a recent research, people remember better when they physically experience and involve themselves. 


Currently, I tutor seventh and eighth grade English. I am constantly teaching different methods and strategies to help enhance their reading, listening, speaking and writing skills. From my previous experiences I know that it helps and will help me in the future to be a better teacher. When I was in ninth grade, I was failing my English class. Compared to middle school English, high school English was more advanced and complicated. I wasn’t used to this difference hence my English grade went down. 


However, my teacher, Mrs.Rogers was both an involver and an enabler who knew the subject well and frequently involved students to class activities. She made clearer presentations and recognized the student’s difficulty more readily. She was well prepared to answer my questions without being vague and unclear. She consistently involved me in class discussions and made sure that I understood. At the end of every month, she made students to create a powerpoint about the topics that they’ve learned in class. The students provided visual and presented it to the class. This helped other students to review and have more clear understanding of the topics. 


She also bonded with students very well by creating friendly relationships. For example, she puts herself in her student’s shoes and relates herself to them. This encourages students to comfortably talk to her and develop amiable learning atmosphere. Her teaching styles have enabled me to overcome the difficulties that I had in high school English and inspired me to participate well in class. From her I have learned to be an effective teacher. I learned to be a teacher that provides instruction for all students and listen to their opinions in classes. I feel that the acquisition of knowledge on English should not be done through rote memorization but rather through development of conceptual understanding. I expect to not only impart content knowledge, but also to provide skills that will help students succeed in school and in their daily lives. 


I plan to teach students English along with teaching them how to become independent and critical thinkers who can solve problems that they encounter. As a teacher, I will try to reach every student and their capability of learning. I would seek their potentials and motivate them to utilize their potentials. Then I will facilitate their learning by guiding them toward finding the answer or acquiring knowledge. This should be done by being able to relate myself to students so that they will make connections to what they are learning. I intend to show enthusiasm for English so that I will pass on my enthusiasm to the students. This will be helpful in getting my students to like English, which has a ripple effect on learning. 

