78th WK TESOL Chris (Yun JeongIn)

An angel teacher makes bad students   
Perhaps the worst sin in the life is knowing right and not doing it. 

- Martin Luther King, Jr
    The people who dream to be a good teacher might think ‘I’ll always be kind and nice to my students,’ but they’ll find out teachers sometimes have to be a bit cruel and strict to the students to be ‘a real good teacher’ after working at a school for a couple of years. It’s hard to give a punishment to a student because you’re a nice person, but you might really spoil the student and make his or her English even worse because you’ve been too kind. What’s going to happen if the mom gives candy all the time whenever the baby cries and what about the parents who never scold the children even though they did something wrong?
    If you really want to make your students’ English better, you sometimes have to be a strict teacher because they might start talking in their own languages in class if you don’t control them and their English won’t get better. We can think about positive rewards and punishment to solve the problem. At my school (ILS in Bucheon, Gyunggido / 2012), teachers drew stars to give the students points. Students can buy candy, pencils, and small toys when they save enough points and they love to buy those things. Teachers sometimes give the students ‘minus points’ when they speak Korean, have bad behavior, or don’t do their homework. Some children cry and get upset because they think the teacher is cruel but it really makes them speak English more and have better behavior. 

    Two of my students used to be late all of the time, which really disturbed other students’ learning because they would suddenly open the door while the other students were studying hard in the class. I thought it was quite annoying and it didn’t help their learning, either. So I talked to the moms and my boss about the problem. We decided to make the tardy students stay longer whenever they were late, or didn’t do their homework. The results were very successful. I didn’t shout or hurt them, but I could make them improve on their homework, tardiness, and absences. It must be the positive punishment. Students might not be very happy on the day they have to stay longer, but they will also find out it’s more helpful for themselves later. We also can consider fines for adult learners. They will try not to be late if they have to pay some money into the ‘penalty piggy bank’. 

    Some students might be fine even without the teacher’s help when they prepare for the lesson presentations but others are not. How can we help those students then? We can consider many different ways. If the students’ listening comprehension is not very good, giving them detailed worksheets is one of the best ways. That way, they’ll know what exactly the homework is and how they can prepare for the presentation. You also can give them a demonstration  to show them how to do it and recommend a good website in which they can watch a couple of helpful videos on the subject. My teacher, Ben, at Times TESOL Media in Gangnam let us talk and discuss the essay subject in groups last weekend and it was very helpful for this essay. I think it’s a great idea. Also, he said, “You can send me an e-mail anytime when you need my help,” which tells me he’s always ready to help the students out. 

    Do you want to be an “angel” teacher? Of course you can be kind to your students to help them out but please remember you sometimes need to be strict to your students to make them improve. You might feel sorry for your students when you give them punishments (positive), and your students might think you’re too cruel, but they’ll thank you later in life and they’re going to remember you as a “real angel teacher”.     
