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                                                               Agnes

“Praise makes a whale dance”  by Kenneth Blanchard
When the zookeepers train whales for their popular shows, they teach them lots of different actions and they keep giving them plenty of fish as ‘praise’.  And this method works efficiently!  Regarding me, the anecdote looks like a miracle because I know how much is difficult when you have something that you don’t really feel like doing. 
When we have a strict speaking English policy implemented in the class, what can the teacher do to help the students in the learning process? 

Back in the past, when I was a freshman in the Dong-jak high school, I remember that Mr. Kim, my English teacher, helped me focus on and improve my conversational skills by speaking clear sentences to direct and by giving me feedbacks for correct usage of grammar.

I hesitated to speak even simple English like ‘I have been studying for 5 years’ because I was afraid of my pronunciation and grammar.  I usually said ‘I have… been….’ and ‘study…ing’ then ‘En..gli..sh’ and finally ‘for…five..years…’.  Several times I spoke such as a shy teenager who never had confidence to express herself in English.  He waited and waited until I would rather finish the sentence and gave me a big smile saying “You answered with no mistakes! Why were you so shy to speak English? I can’t find any reason.”  He also emphasized that we are not native speakers, so it is natural I don’t sound like native speakers.  And he brought the large size of pizza as the prize for my effort.  This simple compliment had the huge effect to boost my confidence: I was proud of myself, not anymore afraid of speaking.  Step by step, my fluency got better and in the end English became my close friend. 

When you have students who are often late and absent from the class, what types of solutions can be solidly introduced?

My English teacher, Mr. Kim, asked the students to stay two times longer than their lateness and he gave them extra sheet of exercises in order to memorize plenty of new vocabulary: at least the punishment consisted of 50 upper-intermediate level words.  One day in 1995 in summer, I was late and I had to stay in the class for extra 2 hours to complete my task.  He never let us go home unless we had been struggling enough to make our task done as punishment for being late.  Yes, I hated to stay longer and I hated other students looked at me in pity.  After that, I decided not to be late ever. It worked successfully except for my sick days.  Whenever he showed me his severe side, I immediately wanted to adjust my bad situation to his expectation because I respected him as my teacher. 
The last worry about the English learning situation in Korea is how I can help the students when they need my help for a presentation or something to do throughout the school year.  Incredibly, praise turns bad results into good outcomes.  All the compliments surely did help me to focus and to get a better and clearer idea. 
There was a professor called ‘Ms. Kim’ who was charged for English in my major; Tourism management in An-yang University.  She gave me an assignment for the final exam which was a presentation in English.  The assignment was about how you would open your travel agency with a limited budget and I also had to mention some creative ideas for running business.  I didn’t know how to use the program powerpoint and even I was very afraid of explaining everything in English.  I took every single page that I finished to ask for her opinion.  Guess what was her response.  Even it looked horrible, she encouraged me by saying ‘Agnes, I can see you have improved from last time.  Bring it back to me when you finish the next page.’  I kept visiting her office, step by step I got confidence and my presentation got ‘A+’, the maximum grade.

I believe that the most effective way to boost the students’ abilities in English is to find an ‘excellent interaction’ between teachers and students so that the teachers will be able to guide the students to get their achievements and to reach their own satisfaction.

