<My Dear English Teacher, Mr. Kim>  7/14th 2012 weekend class #78 AGNES
I feel extremely lucky whenever I think about my high school years. At that time I met  Mr. Kim, who was my English teacher for three years, and I can’t imagine how my life would have been changed if I had not met him.
In Korean context in 1990’s, many English teachers, if not most, were “explainers”.  They mostly explained grammar rules and asked us to memorize them.  A major portion of class time was spent translating English sentences into Korean. Their main teaching method was “Grammar translation”. Even my parents learned English in that way and they thought that was the best way to learn English.  However my teacher, Mr. Kim, was not like that at all. He was a charismatic guide who tried to find the best method to help us learn English. He always said that “I can teach you many things probably about any topic but you’re the one who have to absorb everything I teach. I can lead you to water when you are thirsty but I can’t make you drink.” His words made me realize that nobody can make me intelligent and knowledgeable without my effort. In addition he always brought up the question ‘Why’ for me to think further and find out the real reasons for questions. I was attracted, not only by his inquisitive way of interacting with students, but also by his ability of giving me proper examples to simplify my studies and understand more even my life.  Mr. Kim always tried to prepare for authentic teaching materials for us, so his English classes were always interesting and fun.  His effort enabled some of his students to incorporate the education they received in the classroom to the real life.  Some of my friends and I try to speak in English even outside of the classroom.  In that regard, Mr. Kim was a true inspirational figure as well as an enabler.
The way he taught made me very independent to design my future goals. 
ESL (English as a second language) environment was very humble in Korea in the past. 

In 90’s, many of the English teachers couldn’t teach English in English. However my teacher, Mr. Kim, was able to debate people in English. 
As you know, teenagers are likely to get affected from others especially from their teachers.  Mr. Kim affected me in a great deal by giving me directions to move toward a better life, cheering me up whenever I felt depressed, motivating me and taking care of how I felt every moment. The more I got to know him, the more I studied. He knew how to approach to students focusing on the needs of the students, rather than those of others involved in the educational process. This is exactly what Carl Ransom Rogers (January 8, 1902 – February 4, 1987) referred as ‘Student-centered learning’. 

As a teacher, it’s necessary to know plenty of knowledge to teach theories. However, if students don’t want to listen to the teacher, what can you do?

In my opinion, the greatest motivation for studying comes intrinsically. If you want to study for your own aspiration or for your dream, that could be the strongest motivation factor. From his warm hearted teaching styles, I really got into studying English and I become an English teacher.  
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