Second Language Acquisition _ J

While in college, I firstly learned Japanese as a second foreign language. Until then, I wasn’t interested in Japanese or Japanese culture. But, while learning Japanese, I was interested in lots of similarities to Korean. And, I thought that it was easier than English, so I decided to learn Japanese more.  
Unlike English, Japanese is used in daily life less often, so I couldn’t help starting words kindergarteners are learning, such as eat, wear, apple, desk, etc, although members of the class are adult learners. In addition, learners are studying with free will, not essentially, so there were various motivations. A teacher should teach adults words kindergarteners learn, so he carefully led the class politely so as not to treat learners as children. 
I didn’t know Japanese at all and thought that it was difficult to learn it alone, so I registered general institute. Of course, I started it in beginner class. 
I heard that I firstly should learn sentences so as to improve my speaking ability, so I attended the class of basic grammar. As the class was divided by student level, all of learners in same class had in similar level. The teaching process was typical BMT that Korean taught grammar. Korean teacher was a typical explainer. The class was focusing on explanation rather than exchange with students. Because lots of contents should be delivered for a short time, the teacher taught basic grammars on the board and let students memorize them, rather than utilized several materials. Main method was to start from words which were often used in daily life, let students memorize them and confirm it through the examination. Especially, audio visual aid which uses pictures or utilizes materials around us was used. 
I originally like dramas, so I started to watch Japanese dramas. In addition, I learned basic grammars and words and then, I could realize the structure of simple dialogues. As the number of memorized words was increased, I could understand the story without subtitles. Also, according to the Japanese dramas, the situation of same pattern is repeated in each episode. Therefore, I could encounter various functions in lots of discourses. Through the method, I could get out of  boredom of grammar class organized by only lecture and improve listening skill which was not treated in class.  
When I attended the first class of conversation after completing grammar course, I could understand teacher’s mention, but there was a difficulty in delivering my opinion as I didn’t have any experience of speaking. I was very shy, so it took a long time to open my mouth. But, my teacher patiently waited for students’ presentation. Unlike the grammar teacher, Japanese teacher had the style of active enabler. In the class, not only teaching material but also game, dialogue, culture, etc. were utilized, so I didn’t lose my interests. In New Year, the teacher let students acquire Japanese through the daily life, not the class, with cultural characteristics such as the first greeting in Japanese, “Happy New Year!’.  
In addition, the teacher organized monthly party or meeting, above the class, so that Japanese could be students’ habit.  
  For another learning method, there was an assignment that I should have an interview with Japanese on the street. I directly made the list of questions and recorded the interview with Japanese tourists on the street of Myeong-dong. Meanwhile I led the conversation with natives in unexpected situations, I challenged communication, final goal of language, beyond the passive studying. And, my teacher was passionate enough to confirm the tape of interview and give students feedback on its pronunciation, grammar, content, etc. Furthermore, my teacher also suggested that language was the measure to learn others by exchanging and understanding, not studying. Thus, I think that successful method of learning language is to lead students overcome their weaknesses and maintain their interests through the actively learning method. 
