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What is the main purpose of learning language? Most people might answer that it is communication these days. However, when I was a middle, high school student and even a college student, it was to obtain high test scores to enter the university or to get a great job. Unfortunately, I haven't had any opportunity to learn English for communication in and outside the classroom before I went to Canada. With this way of learning English in Korea, I had a hard time using English and communicating with native speakers when I first arrived in Canada. But, while staying in Canada, my English ability was dramatically improved for a short time. Therefore I would like to share my successful experiences about second language acquisition. They include three things which are effective teaching, learner's mindset, and teacher's roles. 

When I started learning English in Canada, I am firstly focused on listening and speaking fluently without considering grammar. So, I paid attention to teacher’s saying during lessons and watching a variety of TV shows at home. Although I tried my best, it was difficult for me to improve my speaking skill at first. However, when I took a speaking course in Vancouver, I became confident of speaking English little by little. There were unique characteristics of teaching I’ve never experienced in Korea. Our teachers listened to us carefully and gave clear and positive feedback. In addition, they encouraged us to speak English without being embarrassed. I felt so comfortable when I took the class and could gradually develop my speaking skill. 

Taking a speaking lesson, I realized that I could be confident and speak well only in the classroom. Therefore I made up my mind to move to other city and wanted to experience a real Canadian life. I found a house sharing with Canadian college students, definitely there were no Korean, who had never experienced and known Korean culture. While living with them, my speaking skill was improved so fast. A lot of Korean students taking language courses in Canada tried to find Korean friends sharing a house. I think that it is very important to be aware of what the goal of coming overseas is and need to change the mindset. Then, we are able to get motivated and learn languages easily.  
It was really fast and exciting from beginner to intermediate level. But, it was so hard and a little boring from intermediate to upper-intermediate level. Around that period, I met a teacher whose name is Rose. She came from Israel and had a strong accent different from native speaker. Though, she had taught language of arts to Canadian students. She emphasized reading books as many times as I could. She mentioned that I could broaden my vocabulary through reading and then could develop my English competence overall. She said, “You have made a main trunk of English tree so far and now you have to grow new branches and twigs with reading. At first, reading a book was not that easy because there were lots of vocabulary I didn’t know. However, I tried not to haste and read books as the way she taught me and I could understand what she said to me. She was a facilitator and a guide to help students seek answers by themselves. Her role affected me a lot about learning languages. 
I am still on the stage of upper-intermediate level. I know I need to work hard to step up to advanced level. I believe that it would take a long time and be a tough job. But, if I do my best steadily with three things I experienced, which are effective teaching, learner’s mindset, and teacher’s role, I assure that I will be able to manage it and will be a great teacher as well. 
