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   Do I have only success acquisitions in learning a second Language?

When I got the essay title , that was my first question by myself.  Surely I have success experiences but as I 

approach deeply about it,  I realized that my failure experience also gave good effects to me now.  Even 

though  I could not be developed a lot through the failure acquisition,  it helped me to define what method 

would be effective or not.

So, I would like to analyze my failure learning second Language in high school.   Concretely, I am going 
to classify the teacher's teaching style, his classroom and how were his functions to make learning another 

language similar to acquiring a first language.

  First,  I would like to explain about my previous English teacher in high school and how was his teaching 

style compare to TESOL categories what I have learned so far. 

In my classroom at that time, over fifty students belonged to a teacher and to handle all of the students, my 

teacher should have be strict and that environment made him less enthusiastic and no communicates with 

students.  We were only connected in knowledge each other.  Also his teaching were based on a textbook 
and board so, even though he knew the subject matter well and well organized he was only an explainer 
and it did not give any interesting both the teacher and the subject to me. 

Now I can tell how important to be an involver or an enabler as a teacher for success learning a second 

Language.  TO catch sensory preferences of students is very important, too.  In my case, however, we 
were too big numbers so that he limited his teaching style in visual instead of approaching individual 
learning differences of students. Did we have the same intelligences or characteristics?  Absolutely not. 
We had all different abilities, personalities and difficulties about learning but he did not care about each 
students' preferences so that he could not make a successful classroom dynamic.  

   Second, his class was based on listening, grammar and lexis. It was a typical traditional classroom 

which only supported receptive skills to me.  Of course there was an effective side that helped me to easy 
to understand in grammar part but it was just for tests not for communications and as a result I did not have 
any self-esteem in discussion with others through this class. 

Now I realized that acquisition without any realia or activities can be forgotten easy and to complete 

success learning all various systems and skills are necessary conditions.  

   Third, according to the Theory of second language acquisition by Stephen Krashen, to reduce differences 

between 'learning' and  'acquisition' by motherese or parentese is one of important units. Then how was my 

case, did it work as I mentioned ahead? Unfortunately, the class what I took in high school was totally 

different from that.  It was just founded on entering the University or taking test.  Before having 

communication in class we learned about formed grammar first, and I should have to worry more about 

accuracy than the topic. Also less experiences about presentation or discussion influenced my University 

studying and teaching skills as a teacher until now.  

   In conclusion, I can tell some important facts what I discovered through my failure learning a second 

Language and also there is another interesting fact, too. 

I have learned English in Korea by traditional methods and teachers. All these locked environment effected 

me to be a negative learner. However it is just not my story but almost Korean students have similar 

experiences maybe.  Of course having chances good teachers and taking various teaching methods are very 

important but more important thing is that students' attitudes for learning and finding their intelligences 

about learning a second Language correctly.  Now I am learning English teaching skills in totally 
different methods from my high school's one and I can concentrate all of these courses in positive side 
because I have already experienced the failure one and I can classify what method of learning a second 
Language will be accepted to students effectively.  Also I am sure that all of my experiences so far and 
what I am learning from TESOL course now will help me to be an effective teacher.

