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I think I have not been successful in learning English as a second language, even though I really liked to learn English. There are so many reasons, but I want to concentrate on finding inside of me rather than outside. First, when I was in middle school and high school, I studied English only to get good marks in exams. Actually I was not goal-oriented. Second, I really didn't know me myself as a learner. Third, traditional teacher's teaching techniques were not effective to succeed for learning a second language. 

First, it is more important to communicate with people from all over the world than memorize vocabulary and grammar form in learning a second language. But most of teachers in my school days taught students by focusing on listening and reading textbook in a receptive skills. They read text and explained grammar. We listened and took notes. I can remember I usually studied grammar and vocabulary to get good marks in the test. But I had few opportunities to speak or write to communicate with native speakers even with students and teachers in a productive skills. We could understand quick and easy but no feedbacks. I was also so passive to learn English as a second language. I did not question what teacher says, and did not challenge about learning. Actually I was not goal-oriented for the purpose of language acquisition. 

Second, I think I am very visual as a learner, and I have intrapersonal type of intelligences. Looking back on my experiences in my school days, I always looked at the teachers to focus teacher's explaining about the subject and wrote it down neatly to memorize. When I watched the favorite movie I watched it repeatedly until I could keep the words in mind. But unfortunately I had less opportunities to come in contact with more various and visual teaching methods in traditional classroom. If I had known me myself well as a learner, I guess I could challenge to learn English more effectively. As an adult, when I study English, I usually read English books. I also read children's chapter books, newspapers, magazines as much as I can read. They are not only easy to understand and interesting but also effective to get many English vocabularies, information and knowledge with many pictures. Now I can use more methodologies to learn English as a visual learner. 

Third, the traditional teacher's teaching skills were not effective to acquire a second language. Teachers in traditional classroom did not really listen to students. They only concentrated on explaining the subject matter without feedbacks between teachers and students. One-sided way of teaching made students boring and passive. The other hand, teachers as an involver or enabler used to improve the rate of students retention in learning a second language by effective teaching techniques. After getting married I started reading children's picture books constantly to teach my own babies. It helped me to learn English more basically as a learner. I watched videos, movies, listened songs, stories, sang songs together with my children almost everyday. I just wanted to make natural environment like learning first language in learning a second language for my children. I think it's not saying too much that teaching my children was teaching me myself. 

In conclusion, in my middle school and high school, I have not been successful in learning English as a second language. But After getting married, while I was growing my children I came to know I am very visual as a learner. And I experienced teacher's effective teaching techniques is more valuable than typical traditional teacher's teaching skills in learning a second language. Teachers should build up more friendly rapport with students to lead a successful second language acquisition. 

