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I think my approach to English learning has been successful.
The determining factors in my English learning experience were, First my motivation to learn English, Second, the choice of the method that is well suited for me and Third is the immersion in an English speaking environment.

Frankly, I did not think English is important until I was a university student. So I didn't put a lot of effort into learning English. I was good at Chinese. After graduate school, I worked in the trading department of China.
But then I found out while trading that English is very closely connected to my job
 Day by day, I realized English is forming an ever-greater part of trading.
So when I was 30 years old I decided to go to the Philippines to study English for six months. By focusing on English I wanted to open another way of life for myself.
My Philippine Language school life was simple. I would wake up in the morning and then go to school to study and after school back to the dorm again. I felt like I was back in high school again. The school curriculum was simple. They divided English studies into three parts which are Grammar, Conversation and vocabulary. That way each student could choose and attend the classes which he/she needed most. But this curriculum was not well suited for me. I had planned to study English for 6 months. It was only a short time but I was determined to make of myself a fluent English speaker. So I tried to find my own style of studying English. It's Listening, Reading and Speaking.

The merit of studying English in the Philippine is the Promotion of the educational environment. At any moments and in daily situations I could see conversations taking place, listen and sometimes join in and speak English. I am not a student who studies hard. Most of the Philippine's broadcast are in English language. I like watching Hollywood movies and animations. So I enjoyed listening to that. But that was not enough to overcome difficulties when listening to spoken words because English is not my mother tongue.
In short, it was hard to understand the story when I was watching the movie. I was constantly focusing on the next word that would be said on the screen. It was a kind of an impatient learner attitude. It made it hard for me to understand the dialogs. However Reading scripts or subtitles can solve this problem.

After I finished language school, my English was not improved as much as I expected it would be. My English level was intermediate only. I can only understand simple sentences. I heard that Reading is good for learning languages. So I went to the bookstore to find a middle level story book which I knew I could follow. I tried to read it every day. As time passed, I could understand longer English sentences, this had a positive effect on my listening & speaking skills as well.
In listening, I can stay focused and I can understand longer talks and presentations. It is as if my brain processes the grammar by itself even though I did not study Grammar.
I think that speaking is the eve of completion when learning a new language.
My English was very bad when I was in the Philippines on my first day. My pronunciation was a complete sham. After class I went to the shopping mall to buy a new bag. I asked the clerk "Where is the bag ?". The clerk could not understand my English, so I had to spell it out. BAG. Only then did the clerk understand and showed me where the bags were displayed.
Worried about my ability to speak I decided I would find a tutor at the language school with good pronunciation skills that I could learn from and so I did. I tried to follow her readings aloud. I didn't care about the story. I only focused on reading. I tried copying her accent and pronunciation while reading.
This is a good method for learning to speak English for a quiet person like me.

As an adult student of English, I realize that to obtain good grades in English takes time and perseverance. No progress are made in a short time with impatience. However my English is getting better as I study with patience and 
I do not compare with other people, I only focus on myself. I keep a positive thinking that today My English is better than it was yesterday. I think this Positive mindset helped me. 
I want to tell you that in Learning Language it is impossible to be good over a short period of time. If you are learning with a positive mind, that is without stress, it can be fun and enjoyable like a learning game.


