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Every Korean student studied English very hard. In my generation, we started to learn English in Publc from middle school. Therefore it’s at least 6 yrs learing  totally by high school. But Korean students can’t speak any words in English except “how are you? Fine, Thank you, and you?” when they meet a foreigner accidently. And they are very afraid of speaking English. To be honest, so am I.

 The reason why Koreans study English hard, knows lots of English words, but can’t speak English at all when they bump into the native speaker is that the way we learned focused on the written English. 
 There are many exams in school, English & Math are the 2 biggest subject the students have to get the high score for the good university. What we learned English for is good grade. So the English teachers in middle school and high school taught a lot of vocabulary and grammar for their needs. They concentrate on the written exam. So we no needed speaking. Students got used to written English.

One my worst English teacher, Mr. Kim was also one of them. The old man  had horrible English pronunciation, bad dialect, and bad temper. Only thing he did was reading the text and translation with some grammar rule. It was not different with student’s reference book. I doubt he didn’t prepare the class and taught us in his easy way. The teaching way of most English teachers in middle school and high school are like him. 
First time I met English, I started how to write ABC’s and memorized me basic words just before the middle school. I memorized the words with only spelling like “A”,”P”,”P”,”L”,”E”, not just apple with its pronunciation. Because I didn’t know how to read. And then I learned how to pronounce with pronunciation sign in the middle school. After same English education emphasizing the grammar and vocabulary in middle and high school, I really wanted to learn how to speak in English. And I went to London for that. It was very hard to say something on my mind in English. Whenever I had to speak in English, my brain started to translate what I wanted to say from Korean to English. To say something that I wanted to say, it took too long. It was same as listening. Whenever I heard something in English, my head worked fast for translation from English to Korean. That was my process to accept and use English. Also my listening was bad, needless to say. I tried to hang out with friends from other’s countries, but soon I felt the limit I could say and hear. I started to study “Grammar in use” by myself. And I memorized lots of useful examples. That is my first English book written by English and it was very helpful. After 9 months London staying, I graduated the university, worked in Travel agency, travelled lots of country, I desperately wanted to speak in English fluently. And I went to Australia as working holiday, met some real good foreign friends, became to say what I wanted to express in English. I learned how to make sentences directly in English. It’s simply speaking habitually without thinking grammar. After that, I realized that I sometimes skipped translation process on my head. It’s not always, but when I say just simply little words in English, I do. That means big to me. 

What is the goal to learn other language? If only for reading newspapers in English, it is okay not to be able to speak in English. However, to me and most people, it’s for say in English and understand in English. We need to speak in English “to communicate with people”.
Speaking without translation, is the final goal, I dare say. That’s what we do when we speak in Korean. And for the speaking without translation, we need to learn how to think in English. And for thinking in English, we have to learn English in English just like mother’s tongue. 

It is long way to learn the other language. Because the people got used to their native language. Even during the class or during their homework doing, let them think in English, not in Korean. So whenever they say something in English, speak out without thinking. When they feel something wrong after speaking, let them correct and let them get used to right expression. That’s the only effective way I found through my whole English learning experiences. To Make thinking in English their habit is the key for the learning the English. It is also my English education way for my future key.
