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What is teaching?

“Knowing how to teach is great technique of education.", by Henri F. Amiel. Who can be a good English teacher? What is success of English teaching? We've learned English since we were in elementary school to high school obligatorily and people who want to study English more go to English institute or audit an English class with computer. Teachers teach students with their knowledge of English and various teaching English method. Then All students are satisfied their teacher's teaching method? Well, I'm not sure. Most of Students all have been exposed to a different learning environments and individual learning methods. So a number of students have difficultly to understand the teachers extensive knowledge and it's difficult teachers classes to be satisfied by all students. So these days students select a teacher in mind before enroll in an English institute. I'm going to tell you two experiences of learning English. One is a successful teaching experience and the other is a failed teaching experience. 

When I was 12 years, summer in 2000, I learned English by "kena who was an English teacher from the Philippines in church. It was the first time for me learning English from a foreigner. There were 50 students in the class and most of them were 5 to 10 older than me. They also had previous learning English experiences. Students in the class had different levels of English so we had English tests divided into 5 classes. It made less number of students in each class and made a student-centered classroom. It was more effective to teach and study English. I was basic class student. At first class, she only used English in the class so it was hard for me to understand what she said. So all the students asked her speaking more slowly and she spoke more slowly and correctly than before. She really listened her students and what she told positively us feeds back in our study. We studied for 2 hours and she always made teaching plans and prepared activities. Her time management was organized very well. We read short story books and sang songs together in English and we can acquire grammar easily. Also we improved our productive language skills through writing a diary everyday and teacher checked the sentences are correct or incorrect. One good thing was students wrote their personal story in their diaries and the teacher empathized with student‘s problems so the rapport between students and teacher was getting more deeper. All students respected her and some students who became interested in learning English prepared to apply for foreign language high school. She was very enthusiastic at teaching and honest. I remember her even though long time goes passes and she becomes a mentor to me. 

On the other hand, when I was 20 years, March 2008, there was an English teacher, "Yang" who was a mature experienced. She lived in the USA for 10 years so she was full of conceit in English. We used an English book made by the teacher and the teacher only used that book and a white board. It was no more than lecture. Additionally, she wanted us to learn English as much as possible so she did over teaching without any activities every day. She was a good explainer and enthusiastic, but her lessons didn't have a topic and were complicated. She didn't have a good sense of humor so within minutes, most of Students got tired and we didn't make inquiries about English. 15weeks later, we had a final English exam. The results fell short of teacher's expectation so teacher was so disappointed and she ignore us. The English class was really terrible.

Before teaching a foreign language, teachers have to analyze student's individual learning differences and prepare the process of lesson according to analysis. These days, students prefer modern classrooms students centered to traditional classroom teachers centered and teacher have to share English not English books. It's important to have extensive knowledge of English of course but it is not all for teaching. Teaching involves concern and respect. 

