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Saturday School


When you hear the words “Saturday School” what types of thoughts and feelings come to mind? For most people this phrase conjures memories of getting caught doing something bad in high school and needing to attend school on a Saturday as punishment. Luckily, I was never on the receiving end of this particular punishment  but I very much suffered through my own personal Saturday School  throughout my high school years. 


Like so many other Korean-American youths in my community I attended a Korean language school on Saturdays. From my choice of some key words and as my title suggest this experience was neither enjoyable or a success. After learning about different theories and concepts regarding second language acquisition I can more clearly understand why this was the case. 


I believe that a major component that affected my language learning was that their was a lack of effective teaching in my classroom. It seemed as though the only requirements these teachers needed to fulfill were being able to speak Korean and a willingness to give up a couple hours of their free time on  Saturday. My teacher had no concept of methodology and also had no clue how to connect with her students. Even something as simple as being empathetic to our situation of having to attend school six days a week would have helped the class bond with her more readily and also be more open to the her lessons. 


With no concept of methodology the teacher's lessons almost completely consisted of lectures. In the textbook, “Learning Teaching: The Essential Guide to English Language Teaching,” Scrivener describes this type of teacher as the explainer. The teacher would write word after word of vocabulary on the board as we were expected to write them all down in our notebooks and memorize them. This was very menial and boring work. The teacher's teaching style did not create an appropriate atmosphere for learning. It would have been more helpful if the teacher had a technique that also included the attributes of the teacher type referred by Scrivener as the involver or enabler. The involver teacher type would form a bond with their students, get to know them, and create fun activities that coincide with the student's interests. Like the involver, the enabler would use a personal bond and relationship with the students to form a lesson that is interesting, engaging and student centered. The enabler teacher type is seen more as a guide and source of information to further educate their students in areas that  they show interest in. 


Even though I did not enjoy my Korean class I did feel sympathetic towards my teacher. Many parents used this school as a sort of daycare center. It was a place for them to leave their children so that they could go run errands. Many of the students that attended this school had no interest in learning Korean or were confused as to why they were even there. I learned from studying Malcolm Knowles that these types of problems can be dealt with by a teacher knowing the characteristics of their students. Knowles specifically targeted the characteristics of adult learners but many of his observations can also be applied to my language learning experience as a young teen. Similar to adult learners, the students in my class wanted lessons that were more relevant and goal oriented. This would have helped with the general confusion felt by most of the students. The teacher could have helped the students discover personal goals they wanted to achieve regarding Korean language learning and how reaching these goals would help them in the future. Providing clear goals and objectives would have motivated the class to want to learn. 


Through this experience and my studies at Times TESOL, I have a better understanding of what type of teacher I want to be and what constitutes as a good language learning environment. I constantly push myself to be engaged and involved with my students and create an atmosphere that is safe and my students feel like they can be themselves and leave with a sense of achievement.  
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