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I’d like to share some of ESL teaching beliefs based upon my past experiences of learning English from middle school to college level in Korea. In addition, I like to write how I learned English in language school in Australia. 

 Typical English classes in Korean school were grouped by ages. Even the students were at different levels, we were taught in a same class. So the class was mixed level class, and in order to Keep groups together, placement testing was only given to get a very general idea as to how good someone knows grammar or how much vocabulary they know. Generally speaking, learning was at insufficient levels.

English was taught as other common subjects under traditional classroom. And we learned English in a “jug and mug” style. Because teachers had to teach different levels of students at a same time, instead of being rapport, teachers tend to be strict with an overbearing manner. As a result, instead of eliciting students to participate more, students focused on only memorizing vocabularies and grammars.  So as Howard Gardner proposed, it was not even thought to be able to distinguish multiple intelligence. Even with such strict and overbearing environment, English class was not always boring. Some of my past teachers put efforts to bring out intrinsic, extrinsic-motivation from students. They helped many students to dream their futures. One of the teachers that motivated me was in my second year of middle school. She tried the Audio-Lingual Method for the first time in my life. In class, we did many drills such as listening and speaking which helped us a lot in terms of communication skills and dialogue abilities. And towards the end of the class, she taught us English songs which made me wait for my English class. Furthermore, she also tried some of Communicative Language Teaching which motivated me that I can also be good in English and made me overcome the fear of learning foreign language. However, even with her great efforts, some of students who did not have basic grammar skills had to fail in her class. 
As I went to high school, I had so much pressure from my English class. Focus was on exam and testing. I had to read so much and memorize many vocabularies to prepare college entrance exam. Learning English was again changed to grammar translation method. English teachers was “the explainer” and teacher would explain and we had to memorize difficult grammars without having understanding. Because grammar and reading became even more difficult, many students with insufficient knowledge of middle school English started lagging and eventually failed in class. I personally think that the English teaching method in Korea is not too bad under Korean educational circumstances. I am sure that most of teachers did their best to provide most effective teaching method with their personal methodology. Such efforts came to me as empathy. 

I started panicking in college because I felt as if all my past learning was useless. All the sudden, I was forced into a situation where I had to speak and communicate instead of read and answer. I felt that learning English to prepare for college entrance exam is not enough to be fluent in English and decided to study abroad in Australia. I attended ESL classes under modern classroom that was very different from traditional Korean school. Teachers and students respected each other, and treated others with empathy. Students were involved in many daily activities. Teachers in classes were divided into involvers and enablers. This was very authentic and came to me as a cultural shock

All these different methods and environments were the basic foundation of my present English skill. I believe it is still in a process and I am still learning. I don’t believe I failed nor I succeed yet. However, I would like to try various ways to enhance my English skill to see which method is most effective.

For me, all these past experiences brought me where I am today. Currently I am not trying to become a teacher who explains things to students. I’d like to become a good guide. Sometimes I can be explainer, involver, and enabler. I’d like to help students to achieve attainable goals by creating conditions in which they might be able to learn. 
