A Task-Based Speaking Lesson Plan 

	 Listening  ✔ Speaking    Reading    Grammar  


	Topic:  How to have a conversation 



	Instructor:

Wonny
	Level:
Intermediate(adult)
	Students:
7
	Length:

45~50 Minutes


	Materials:
▪White board, board markers
▪A movie file ,Notting Hill, projector, a computer and speaker
▪4 sheets of paper with pictures


	Aims:
▪ To have students think about when, where and how they can start a conversation with strangers.
▪ To teach some useful phrases.
▪ To improve speaking skills by making dialogue and practicing it as groups and pairs.



	Language Skills:

▪ Listening: Students will listen to conversations in a movie, Notting Hill. 
▪ Speaking: Students will answer and discuss as small groups.
▪ Writing: Students will make conversations themselves. 


	Anticipated Problems and Solutions:
▪ Students may not have many experiences to have a conversation.
-Play a video clip as pre-task and let them imagine.

▪ Students may not know expressions to start a conversation..
-Teach some phrases and share with each other in a class.



	References: 
▪ An article “7 simple steps on how to hold a conversation”
· http://www.socialanxietyhome.com/how-to-hold-a-conversation-7-simple-steps/ 



	Lead-In

	Materials: Board and markers

	Time
	Set Up
	Procedure

	3min

	Whole class

	Tell students we are going to do today: How to Have a Conversation.
Ask students they remember the first day they met each other here in this class room, what they felt and what they did. Elicit their experiences.


	Pre-Activity

	Materials: Projector, speaker, notebook movie file, Notting Hill, white board and markers

	Time
	Set Up
	Procedure

	5min
5min

	Groups

	Play video ‘Notting Hill’ and have students discuss the story and details as groups for 3 or 5 minutes.
Ask them about their answers and 
Q) What happened in the movie?  
What are they talking about?
What mistakes the man made and what’s the reason?
<Suggested answers>
Two people met in the birthday party. One person is very famous actress, but the guy doesn’t notice at first, and ask her about her job and her salary. After her answering he become very embarrassed, because it’s far beyond his expectation. 


	Main Activity

	Materials: Board and board markers

	Time
	Set up
	Procedure

	7min
3min
10min
	Group
Whole class

group

	Have students discuss what are needed to have a good conversation, and check the answers.
<Suggested answers> 
1. If possible, know what kind of person you will talk to. (e.g.checking social network and trying to find things in common) 
2. Ask the right questions that can’t be answered with a simple yes or no. (e.g. open-ended questions/closed questions)
-What did you do last weekend?

- What is your opinion on…? (The elections, the company policy, the new health trend)

- What do you think about…? (My new shirt, the professor’s new car, etc.)

- What do you like to do in your free time?

- Oh, that’s interesting; could you tell me more about this? That’s new for me!

- How did you start with this hobby?

- How is your preparation for… going? (your competition, your journey, etc.)

3. Comments on topics of general interest.(e.g. today’s news, weather, movies and travel)
4. Active listening(e,g, paraphrasing what other said and following up the questions)
CCQ)What did they do in the movie among what we discussed ?
<Suggested answers>

Finding things in common.

Ask students what expression do people usually say when they start and end a conversation? ( To share their idea before having them make dialogue) 

<Suggested answers>
Nice to meet you. (Introduce yourself if necessary)
This is a gorgeous room!(remark on the location and occasion)
I love this view!
Such incredible catering? (anything worth pointing out)
I have to do something now.
Well. OK!
Well, was really nice talking to you but I have to go now.
How about if we continue the conversation another time?
CCQ) What is important to have a conversation?
Put students into small groups (4-3 students for each group) and have them make dialogue supposing they are strangers and just met each other at some place for 10 minutes. 
Conversations have to include comments about jobs, hobbies, living place and last traveling sites.
CCQ) What must the conversation include?  
<Suggested answers>
Jobs, hobbies, living place and last traveling sites
 


	Post Activity

	Materials: Board and markers

	Time
	Set Up
	Teacher Talk

	10min

	group

	Have students present their conversations and role play.
Give feedback from a teacher and with each group.
(e.g. What was the difficult while doing it? And why?)

	

	SOS Activity

	Materials: two pieces of picture, board and makers

	Time
	Set Up
	Procedure

	5min
7min

	pair

	Put students into pairs and give them a paper of pictures.
Have them choose what they want to describe.

Students will imagine what situation it is, who they are and what they are talking about.

Have all pairs tell their story to other class mates, give feedback and have others ask questions.


<Script of Notting Hill> 
BERNE   : So, uh, tell me, um Anna. What do you do?
ANNA   : I’m an actress..

BERNIE  : Oh, Splendid.

ANNA   : What do you do?

BERNIE  : I’, actually in the stock market myself, so, uh not really similar field, though um ,um, I have done the odd bit of amateur stuff-uh, P.G. Wodehouse-farce, at all, you know. ‘Ohh, Careful there, vicar.’ Always imagined it’s a pretty tough job, though, acting. I mean, the wages are a scandal, aren’t they?
ANNA   : They can be.

BERNIE  : I see friends from university – clever chaps –been in the business longer than you, they’ re scraping by on seven, eight thousand a year. It’s no life . What sort of acting do you do?

ANNA   : Films mainly.
BERNIE  : Oh, splendid? Oh Well done! How’s the pay in movies? I mean, the last film you did, what did you get paid? 

ANNA   : Fifteen million dollars. 

BERNIE  : (suprised)Right. So that’s…well, fairly good.

MAX    : I think we are ready.

ANNA   : Bella, can you tell me where I can find…..?

BELLA   : Oh, Sorry, yeah. It’s down the corridor on the right.

HONEY  : I’ll show you. I’ll show you.

BELLA  : Quickly, quickly, quickly , talk very very quickly what are you doing with Anna Scott?

BERNIE  : Anna Scott?

BELLA   : Yes. Shut up.

BERNIE  : What? The film star?

BELLA   : Shh!

BERNIE  : Oh, God.

WILLIAM : What?

BERNIE  : Oh,God! Oh,Goddy God!

WILLIAM : What did you say to her?

BERNIE  : No. 

*vicar :the priest of a parish in the Church of England 
splendid : brilliant or fine, esp in appearance
chap : informal a man or boy; fellow
<Pictures for SOS activity>
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