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Grown-ups used to ask me, “What would you like to want to be?  I said, “I would become a teacher in the future!”  But for some reasons, I could find myself going with the flow.  And I ended up with becoming an office worker.  Working for a company is also decent but sometimes I feel like it doesn’t suit me.  So, I decided to join this TESOL class.  And I’d like to realize my old time dream by learning how to teach in an effective way.

When I was a teenager, I am not that interested in learning English.  I didn’t know the reason why I had to study English.  And both teachers and students were getting used to the ‘EXPLAINER’.  Nobody had an objection for that kind of traditional way of teaching.  Because at that time, we were only busy getting good grades or points to enter the good university.  The English subject mainly consisted of grammar and reading.  And that type of teaching worked only when it comes to getting high points for the exam.  As you also know, we’ve been putting our most time into the grammar because we want high score of the tests such as TOEIC and TOFEL.  And those exams want us to know exact and accurate grammar as well.  It seems to me that is why people are struggling with grammar now. 
I don’t want to blame the grammar-centered education system or traditional teacher type now.  It also doesn’t mean grammar is unnecessary and our teachers are not competitive.  Rather, in my opinion, the grammar is a kind of shortcut when foreigners learn other second language.  And our teachers had a lot of passion and rapport between teachers and student.  But I should admit that traditional classroom activities definitely made most students think English was very boring and difficult.  And personally it didn’t help me motivate myself to be willing to learn English hard enough, either.  As far as I’m concerned, communication is most important one when we learn other languages. But we totally overlooked that function by only focusing on grammar.
I’m not sure which way of teaching is the most effective.  But I don’t think we dare to say one specific type is good or not.  Rather, it needs to be compromised in harmony.  As they say, “A bad workman always blames his tools.”  It’s not time to blame our education system and teachers whose pronunciation is not good.  It’s time to learn how to compromise in an effective way and how to become a real teacher.  
In my case, I’ve also gone through lots of trails and errors.  And I’ve frequently felt frustrated in the sea of the grammar as well.  But I know I will never quit learning English because I know English is very exciting not boring at all.  I hope I could be a teacher who can make the students happy during the class as much as I am.  Before I joined this TESOL course, I hesitated several times because of my lack of confidence.  But I decided to confront my fear to become a teacher.  And here I am with a passion now.  I also know I have a long way to go and I need to improve my English as well.  That is also another good reason I’m here today.  As they say, “Teaching is the best way to learn.”
