Lesson Plan - Task Based Lesson (TBL)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Listening   █ Speaking    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reading    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grammar   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Writing


	Topic: What is freedom?



	Instructor:

Gina Lee 
	Level:

Intermediate (Adults)
	Students:

10 students 
	Length:

50 minutes


	Materials:

· Visual aid – a comic strip board (4 parts)
· White board and board markers
· Vocabulary worksheet #1 (10 copies)
· Discussion slips (5-10 cases)
· Listening script (10 copies)
· Additional article about The Key (10 copies)
· A piece of paper and a pen (for a group and pairs)
· Computer for audio file (about 6 minutes)



	Aims:

· Main aim: Students will be able to improve their speaking skill by group discussion and get familiar with current issues about freedom.



	Language Skills:
· Listening:  Ss will listen to dialogue about freedom. 
· Reading: Ss will read the listening script and additional article.
· Speaking: Ss will discuss when our freedom is not guaranteed.
· Writing: Ss will write a short essay about freedom as homework. 



	Language Systems:
· Phonology: Linking words within sentences such as the combination of [V+V],
                               [C+C], and [C+V]
· Lexis: New vocabularies used in the dialogue  [right, restricted, democracy, free speech, equality, apartheid, forced labor, surveillance, confidential, campaigned, regime, civil rights cause]
· Function: Express one’s opinion and response to counterview
· Grammar: Modal auxiliaries and similar expressions
· Discourse: Discussion with a partner/small groups about a comic strip


	Assumptions: Students have an idea of 
· General concept of democracy and freedom
· General differences between American and British English



	Anticipated Problems and Solutions:

· If one specific student dominates talking, try to diffuse domination by asking question to other student.
· If students still have difficulties in understanding British English, refer to BBC website or English TV series i.e. Sherlock or  Downton Abbey



	References:

· Visual aid  and listening audio file - http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/sixminute/2014/03/140327_6min_freedom.shtml 

· Additional reading - http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-26784218



	Lead-In

	Materials: None


	Time
	Set Up
	Student Activity
	Teacher Talk

	2 min

	Whole class

	Answering the questions
	Hello everyone! 
How was your weekend? Were you enjoying some free time during the weekend? 
Let me ask you about freedom. 

Do you live in free country?  

What is freedom?



	Pre-Activity

	Materials: Board, Board markers, Worksheet #1, Discussion Slips, Computer for audio file

	Time
	Set Up
	Student Activity
	Teacher Talk

	2 min
5 min
2 min
7 min
	Whole 
Class

Groups
Whole class

Whole Class


	Answering eliciting questions
Students pick discussion slips and have discussion about it 
Students understand the meaning and pronunciation of new words
Students listen to audio file and answer to some of the comprehension questions

	Procedure:
1. Brain Storming

Elicit
Have you ever heard of the World Freedom Index? 

According to the World Freedom Index 2013 by the Canadian Fraser Institute, the people of which country came out as number one, in terms of having the most freedom? Was it:
a) USA

b) Sweden

c) New Zealand
We will find out the answer later.
What do you think the answer is? 
Have you ever witnessed someone was restricted in his/her freedom?
Model

(Write down “what is the freedom?” on the board. One of the different discussion slips are chosen and distributed to the groups.)

Introduction
Let’s have a talk in small groups about the freedom and different issues about it. 
Small discussion
(While Ss are discussing, monitor what they speak. Prepare the materials and audio file)
2. New Vocabulary

Introduction
Here is new vocabulary list. Let’s have a look.
Demonstration

(Read through a few words which would be careful with its pronunciation)

3. Listening
Instruction

We are going to listen to the dialogue talking about freedom. You can take notes trying to understand the main idea. You may catch the answer to previously asked question about the freest country.
(Play the audio file without pausing or stopping)

Comprehension questions
What is the freest country according to the World Freedom Index 2013?
What are the examples of restricted freedom in the world?



	Main Activity

	Materials: Visual aids, A piece of paper and a pen, Visual aid – a comic strip board


	Time
	Set Up
	Student Activity
	Teacher Talk

	2 min
12 min
10 min

	Whole class
Groups
Whole class

	Students answer to CCQ and ICQ
Students describe the comic frame by frame and discuss the main idea 

Spoke person of each group  describes the story and students complete the comics with their story   

	1. Prediction
Instruction

Here is an interesting comic strip, called The Keys, which has no words.
(Show the picture board to the class)

I just cut it into four parts with nine strips and all of the strips are sequential. 

CCQ
What is the title?

Do you think the keys are the key in this comic?

Do you see they are different?

(As you see so many keys, a key is a metaphoric symbol of individual expression as human beings. Those are all the same gray keys and these are all different and beautiful keys.)
Let’s divide into four groups and each group takes spoke person and one strip board. Please discuss with your groups about what it says trying to make a story completed, for 15 minutes.
ICQ
What does each group do about a strip?
Are these comic strips in order? 
How long does this activity go on?
OK, let’s begin. 

2. Group Discussion 
Monitoring
Monitor actively and participate within each group

Presentation
Let’s make a story completed!
Closing question and feedback

How this comic related to freedom?

Everyone had great job!




	Post Activity

	Materials: Additional reading about the comic, The Keys 


	Time
	Set Up
	Student Activity
	Teacher Talk

	3 min
 5 min

	Individually
Whole group

	Students read through the article 
Ss answer to ICQ
Students answer to CCQ and give their opinions 

	1. Skimming and scanning
Introduction
Please skim and scan the article for having an idea about the creator and how this comic is related to freedom.
You have 3 minutes. Work alone please.
ICQ
What do you skim and san for?

Who do you work with?

For how long? 

2. Free production
CCQ
Who is Grant Morrison?

Who is Rian Hughes?

What did you find out about the comic?

How do the keys related to freedom?

Open discussion

(Let all of the students speak about today’s topic)
3. Wrap-up
Good job today. See you all tomorrow!



Visual Aids – The Keys
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Worksheet #1
Right:  something that you are morally or legally allowed to do or have

Restricted: limited by rules or laws
Democracy: a system of government in which people vote in elections to choose the people who will govern them
Free speech: the right to say anything you want about anything
Equality: everyone having exactly the same rights and opportunities regardless of colour, gender, sexual orientation, religion, age etc.
Apartheid: the political system that existed in the past in South Africa, in which only white people had political rights and power
Forced labour: being made to do hard physical work
Surveillance: the careful watching of a person or place, often secretly and usually done by people in authority, such as the police
Confidential: secret; only for certain people to see
Campaigned: tried to achieve political or social change by persuading people in authority to do something
Regime: a method of government that controls the country in a strict and unfair way
Civil rights: the basic rights that all people in a society should have, whatever their race, sex, religion, etc.

Cause: idea, aim, belief or way of thinking that a group of people share and try to persuade others to support
Worksheet #2 – Listening Script
BBC Learning English 6 Minute English,  27 March 2014 

What is freedom?  

NB: This is not a word-for-word transcript 
Rob:    Welcome to 6 Minute English with me, Rob.  

Finn:   And me, Finn. Hello. 
Rob:   In today's programme, we're talking about freedom. It's a big subject and it's something the BBC has been exploring in its Freedom 2014 season.   

Finn:   That's right. There's been a season of programmes about what freedom means to different people.  
Rob:  Well, we're going to try and summarise what freedom really is and look at some related vocabulary. But first a definition – what does freedom mean?  
Finn:  According to the Oxford English Dictionary, freedom is the power or right to act, speak, or think as one wants. 
Rob:  Yes, it's something many people expect to have – we consider it our right - but certain people in some of the world do not get to experience the feeling of freedom.    

Finn:  You mean some people are restricted and controlled in what they can and can't do. 
Rob:  Some organisations try to rank countries – or give them a score – based on how free its people are. It's calculated according to certain factors - and my question for you today Finn is, according to the World Freedom Index 2013 by the Canadian Fraser Institute, the people of which country came out as number one, in terms of having the most freedom? Was it: 
a)  the USA 

b)  Sweden 

c)  New Zealand 
Finn:    I'm going to say c) New Zealand. 
Rob:  We'll see if you're right later on. So let's talk more about freedom – a word that means many things to many people. We sometimes hear about political freedom – where people are able to vote in elections to choose who runs their country – and where people are able to challenge what their leaders do. We often refer to this system as a democracy. 

Finn:  Many people would say that any system of democracy should automatically include the right to free speech – that’s the right to say what you want about anything you want. We also hear about freedom for women – when they have the same rights as men. This is one form of equality. We also hear about equality for people of different colour, religion or sexual orientation. People usually don't feel free or equal if they are treated differently because of something like their race, colour, gender or disability. One example of this is the system of apartheid, which passed laws to restrict the freedom and rights of black people in South Africa. 
Rob:  Many of those laws are no longer in existence – but freedom is still an issue around the world today. The BBC Freedom 2014 season looked at examples of modern-day slavery in the Thai fishing industry. There is forced labour, where people are made to work in terrible conditions for little or no money.   

Finn:  There's also secrecy and surveillance – when you're being watched by the government; these can also be seen as ways of controlling someone's freedom. And some say that blocking the public’s access to certain information limits freedom. 
Rob:  Yes, the American computer expert Edward Snowden famously disclosed thousands of confidential – or secret – documents held by America's National Security Agency so people could see what information was being kept about them. 
Finn:  But possibly the most personal example of having your freedom restricted is when you are held unfairly against your will – in prison or as a hostage, which is what happened to Norman Kember, a British man who was taken hostage in Iraq in 2005. 
Rob:  He says the only thing that kept him free was his mind. He would picture something good in his head. So, although as a hostage his body wasn't free, he could still feel free by thinking about his garden - the flowers and trees and the sound of birdsong. Simple pleasures.  

Finn:  Freedom really came for him when he was eventually rescued during a military operation on 23 March 2006, and the first thing he did when he returned to England was… walk in his garden. It must have been a great feeling. 

Rob:  In different situations, people around the world have fought to win their freedom in many different ways. They have held protests and marches, and campaigned for a change in laws and attitudes – changing the way people think. 

Finn:  And when people living under a regime want to make a change for the better they sometimes take to the streets to chant, shout and sing. Lots of songs have been written about freedom. But if you can't sing, there's another, newer way to make your voice heard: people use social media to spread their message and hopefully get support for their cause. It's what happened in a number of uprisings in the Middle East, such as the Arab Spring. 

Rob:  Let's get back to the question I asked you earlier about which country came first in the World Freedom Index 2013, according to the Canadian Fraser Institute?   

Finn:    I said c) New Zealand. Was I right? 

Rob:  Yes, well done, the answer is New Zealand. The freedom index was based on a number of measures such as freedom of speech, religion, economic choice and women's rights. You can find more detail about the BBC Freedom Season on the BBC website. We'll be back with more 6 Minute English very soon. Please join us then. 

 Both:  Bye.  
Grant Morrison and Rian Hughes: The story behind 'The Key'
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Grant Morrison created "The Key" and Rian Hughes drew the comic
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A faceless figure stands at gunpoint on the edge of a pier. A key is ripped from his neck by state soldiers and tossed into the water.

As it sinks to the bottom it joins dozens of other keys half submerged in the seabed - each one different and beautiful. 

The Key, a comic strip written by Grant Morrison and drawn by Rian Hughes, was created for the BBC's Freedom 2014 season.

Set in a repressive future society, everything not forbidden is compulsory.

Individuality is defined by a key, and the state - represented by armed soldiers and hovering drones - is intent on replacing each person's unique key with a standard grey one. 

"It's a totalitarian state where freedom isn't exactly top of the list", says Morrison, who has written for Batman, Superman, The X-Men and Wonder Woman, among many others.

"We have a rebel who wears a key around his neck. His key represents his own individual expression. 

"With the state seeming to execute this character for dissent, many people realise they have keys of their own. It triggers a landslide and people start to act."
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An image of the faceless rebel, marked through with a red cross, is displayed around the city on his apparent death.
It is a woman, staring at the image, who is shocked into reacting.

"She is the person who says this is enough", says Hughes.

"She represents the everywoman, reasserting her individuality."

She screams and pulls off the padlock fitted around her neck.
As others join her they attach their locks to a chain fence in a show of solidarity. 
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Meanwhile the rebel of the story is sinking to the bottom of the sea.

Superhero redesigned                        
It is a faceless and sexless figure - designed to be the everyman character. A man or a woman that everyone could relate to.

"Instead of the usual superhero mask, he has a utilitarian bag on his head," adds Hughes. 

"At first Grant was thinking that The Key could be like a superhero, but he ended up being redesigned."

There are still superhero touches. The bag on his head has two points, reminiscent of Batman's pointy ears. 

He is also a canny escape artist. Kicked into the water by a state guard he manages to free himself from his straightjacket, his chains and the thick state padlock around his neck to resurface at the end with a hand full of keys.

"The superhero for me is a symbolic figure. It has to be someone we can relate to, and it allows us to deal with things quite directly," adds Morrison.

"What I love about comics is they way they allow you to talk about big ideas like freedom, meaning, what we're all here for and why."

Who is Grant Morrison?
· Written stories for superheroes including Batman and Robin, Superman, the Justice League of America, Wonder Woman and New X-Men

· His revisionist Batman book Arkham Asylum has sold more than 600,000 copies worldwide 

· His Batman R.I.P storyline was caught in a worldwide press storm when he was accused of 'killing Batman'
· In 1997 was the first comic book writer to be included as one of Entertainment Weekly's top 100 creative people in America.
"There's always somewhere in the world where someone is trying to control others' expression."             

It is not the first time that Morrison and Hughes have collaborated. 

In 1990 they worked on a controversial Dan Dare comic, which turned the hero into a stooge of Margaret Thatcher's government. 

Morrison, who lives near Glasgow, also made headlines when he apparently killed off Batman. He created a storyline where Batman died and Robin grew up and took his place - and actually became a better version of him.

But the Key - which has no words - represents a departure.

"Without words it became much more abstracted and poetic," adds Morrison. 

Hughes adds: "The quest for freedom and self-expression is a perennial story, it's always current in one way or another. 

There's always somewhere in the world where someone is trying to control others' expression."
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Who is Rian Hughes?
· Rian Hughes is an illustrator, writer and graphic artist. 

· Has worked on graphic novels including Batman: Black and White, Dan Dare, and the book Cult-ure: Ideas Can Be Dangerous.

· Worked on 2000AD, where he illustrated Robo-Hunter, Tales from Beyond Science, Really and Truly and Dan Dare
Follow @BBCNewsMagazine on Twitter and on Facebook
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