Grammar Lesson Plan

	Modals of Prediction and Inference


	Instructor:

Gina Lee
	Level:

Intermediate
	Students:

10 students
	Length:

50 minutes


	Materials:
· Activity worksheet #1, #2, and #3 (10 copies each)
· Modal Meaning  Table 1,2



	Aims:
· Student will understand the meaning of Modals of prediction and inference in future, present and past frame.
· Student will know the form of Phrasal Modals with prediction and inference. 



	Language Skills:
· Reading: reading worksheets to answer questions
· Listening: teacher’s instructions
· Speaking: drilling and practice activities, and sharing ideas 
· Writing: worksheets answers and doing homework



	Language Systems:
· Phonology: drilling
· Lexis: Phrasal Modals with prediction and inference
· Function: predict and infer with Modals
· Grammar: use of Modals of prediction and inference
· Discourse: practice speaking by sharing ideas in a group



	Assumptions:
· Students know one-word Modals.
· Students already have learned different forms of tense in the past, present and future time frame. 



	Anticipated Problems and Solutions:

· Ss may have a hard time drilling ( T gives the Ss more chances to practice
· If Ss need more time to finish their activity ( Be flexible with the time to finish their activity and cut off the time of post activity
· If Ss finish their tasks earlier than anticipated ( Give Ss more time on final activity.




	References:

· Grammar Dimensions, Form Meaning and Use (Stephen Thewlis)



	Lead-In

	Materials: Worksheet #1


	Time
	Set Up
	Description of activities

	1 min
3 min


	Whole class
Groups
	Procedure:

Hello everyone, how are you today?

(Ss greet back)
Review

Do you remember what we had learned previous class? We learned Modal Meanings for Will, Can and Should.

Which modal is for the certainty or possibility of general truth?

(Ss answer; the answer are Will and Can)

Which modal is for the reasonable Expectation?
(Ss answer; the answer is Should)

Which modal is for the negative implication in hypothetical situation?

(Ss answer; the answer is also Should)

Guided Warmer Activity

OK, very well. Let’s get started. 

Have you ever wanted to be a detective? Let’s see how good you are at solving some puzzles. The following are three mysterious events. Discuss the possible causes with groups. I will give you 3 min to find out at least five possible explanations for each mystery.
Do not look at the additional clues until you have thought of at least five possible explanations.

ICQ

How much time do we have?
What do you discuss?
How much explanation can you think of? 
Do you look at the additional clues at the beginning?



	Presentation

	Materials: Modal Meaning Table 1,2


	Time
	Set Up
	Description of activities

	2 min
3 min
3 min
3 min
3 min

1 min

4 min
	Whole class

Whole class

Whole class

Whole class

Whole class

Whole class

Whole Class
	Procedure: 

1. RECALL
As a detective, you should predict possible causes and infer clues under bizarre situation in order to solve each mystery. 
(Teacher reviews students explanations)
2. PRESENT
Modals of prediction refer to the Future Time Frame. You can use them to indicate how likely or possible it is that some future event will occur.

Form

Meaning

Will

certain

Should

probable

quite likely

May

quite possible

possible

Might

Could

somewhat possible

May not

Might not

probably not

Shouldn’t

probably impossible

not likely

Won’t

impossible

Example:
· We (will) arrive in one hour.
· We (should) be able to get a good price for Andy’s car.

· I (may) be late tonight.

· You’d better take an umbrella. It (could/might) rain tonight.

· We (may/might not) get there in time.

· This (shouldn’t) hurt.

· That (won’t) happen.
Modals of inference refer to the Present Time Frame. You can use them to describe logical conclusions about a current event or situation based on knowledge and evidence. 
Because they are statements of conclusion, you do not use these forms to ask questions.

Example:
Form

Meaning

Must 

There is no other possible conclusion.

Should

This is a reasonable conclusion, but it is possible that there is another conclusion.

May/might/

could

This is one of several possibilities.

May not/

Might not

This is one of several possibilities.

Shouldn’t

This is not a reasonable conclusion, but it could be possible.

Must not

This is not a possible conclusion.

Can’t/couldn’t

This is impossible.

- That (must) be John. I’ve been expecting him.

- John (should) be here somewhere. He said he was coming.

- She (may) be unhappy. 

- They (might) have some problems.

- John (could) be here.

- She (may/might not) be here. I haven’t seen her yet.
- That (shouldn’t) be Mary’s brother. She told me he wasn’t planning to be here.

- I’ve looked everywhere for Mary. She (must not) be here.
- That (can’t) be John. I know he’s still out of town.

- He (couldn’t) be in two places at the same time.

      You can make predictions and inference about things that happened in the Past Time Frame by using perfect modals
Modal  +  Have  +   Past Participle
    Alice    might      have        seen                 that movie. 

3. SUMMARY
Modal
Present/future time
Past time
Must
That must be John. I’ve been expecting him.
That must have been John. I wasn’t expecting anyone else.
Should
Peter should be here somewhere. He said he was coming.
Let’s ask Peter about the meeting. He should have been there.
May/

Might/

Could
Why is Martha crying?
She may be unhappy.

She might be having problems.

George could be the reason. 

Why was Martha crying?
She may have been unhappy.

She might have been having problems.

George could have been the reason.

May not/

Might not

She may/might not be here. I haven’t seen her yet.
She may/might not have been here. I didn’t see her.
Shouldn’t
That shouldn’t be Mary’s brother. She told me he wasn’t in town.
That shouldn’t have been the reason.
Must not
I’ve looked everywhere for Mary. She must not be here.
They didn’t know what happened at the meeting. They must not have been there.
Can’t/
Couldn’t

That can’t/couldn’t be John. I know he’s still out of town.
I can’t have lost it!
You couldn’t have forgotten my name.




	Practice

	Materials: Worksheet #2, #3


	Time
	Set Up
	Description of activities

	3 min
3 min
3 min

	Individually

Groups

Individually
	Controlled Practice 1
Instruction
Do the worksheet#2 questions number 1 to 10. Write the correct answer individually. You have 3 minutes.

ICQ

How much time do you have? 

What do you do?

Do you work alone?
(Pass out the worksheet and run task)
Less Controlled Practice 2
Instruction

Do the worksheet #3 questions number 1 to 7. In this case, there may be more than one correct answer. So please work with your partner this time. I will give you 3 minutes.  
ICQ

How much time do you have? 

Is there only one correct answer?

Do you work alone?
(Pass out the worksheet and run task)
Controlled Practice 3
Instruction

Do the worksheet#2 questions number 1 to 10. Write the correct answer individually. You have 3 minutes.

ICQ

How much time do you have? 

What do you do?
Do you work alone?
(Pass out the worksheet and run task)



	Production

	Materials: Worksheet #1, #4


	Time
	Set Up
	Description of activities

	
	Groups

Pairs

Whole Class
	Free Practice
Worm-up 

Introduction
Now let’s make own situation and structure through palm reading activity. Before you do palm reading activity, describe yourself using modals of prediction based on worksheet #4. Pair with a person next to you. You have 5 minutes.
ICQ
What will you do?
Who do you work with?

How much time do you have?

Main activity
Introduction
Have you got to know each other? Please go back to worksheet #1. Using this reference guide, examine partner’s palm and predict his/her future. I will give you 10 minutes.
ICQ
What will you do?

Who do you work with?

How much time do you have?

(Monitor discreetly)
4. WRAP-UP
How was today’s lesson? 
You all must have enjoyed it.

Please do the homework for the rest of the worksheet we didn’t go through together. Some of you may not be happy with it. But some of you should be glad to develop your language skill by doing homework.
OK, this is it for today. Bye, see you all next time.



	Form
	Meaning

	Must 
	There is no other possible conclusion.

	Should
	This is a reasonable conclusion, but it is possible that there is another conclusion.

	May/might/

could
	This is one of several possibilities.

	May not/

Might not
	This is one of several possibilities.

	Shouldn’t
	This is not a reasonable conclusion, but it could be possible.

	Must not
	This is not a possible conclusion.

	Can’t/couldn’t
	This is impossible.


	Form
	Meaning

	Will
	certain

	Should
	probable

quite likely

	May
	quite possible

possible

	Might

Could
	somewhat possible

	May not

Might not
	probably not

	Shouldn’t
	probably impossible

not likely

	Won’t
	impossible


     Modal Meaning Table 1
Modal Meaning Table 2

	Modal
	Present/future time
	Past time

	Must
	That must be John. I’ve been expecting him.
	That must have been John. I wasn’t expecting anyone else.

	Should
	Peter should be here somewhere. He said he was coming.
	Let’s ask Peter about the meeting. He should have been there.

	May/

Might/

Could
	Why is Martha crying?

She may be unhappy.

She might be having problems.

George could be the reason. 
	Why was Martha crying?

She may have been unhappy.

She might have been having problems.

George could have been the reason.

	May not/

Might not
	She may/might not be here. I haven’t seen her yet.
	She may/might not have been here. I didn’t see her.

	Shouldn’t
	That shouldn’t be Mary’s brother. She told me he wasn’t in town.
	That shouldn’t have been the reason.

	Must not
	I’ve looked everywhere for Mary. She must not be here.
	They didn’t know what happened at the meeting. They must not have been there.

	Can’t/

Couldn’t
	That can’t/couldn’t be John. I know he’s still out of town.
	I can’t have lost it!

You couldn’t have forgotten my name.




