“English Speaking and Writing are Productive ways to acquire Second Language”
                                         Taek Soo Kim    
                                                               793
   I have been exposed to second language acquiring environments that I have experienced and like to share my two successful stories. I am still studying, teaching, and polishing my English as a private English teacher so I can relate my personal education beliefs to concepts learned in the TESOL 01 module. 

   There was a missionary named Julia from California in USA at ChunHyun Chuch in YeokSam-Dong, Kangnam-Gu in Seoul when I was a second grade in the middle school in 1981. She was my Bible teacher after Sunday English worship service and asked students to write a diary on daily activities with their personal beliefs. It was a big surprise for me to start writing diaries because I didn’t know how to speak English, nor how to write English sentences, too. I just attended the English service two times to check it out and also curios how other Korean people were worshiping the English service. She said,” I will give very delicious special American cookies to those who bring diaries next Sunday.” Then, she started teaching a Bible story by using some painted figures and people. Until that time, I had been learning English in an old classroom environment; mostly reading, translating from English to Korean, understanding English grammar, and solving grammatical-error based mid/final-term questions.

However, the missionary Julia was an Involver since most of students were very focused on what she was telling and it was a sensational moment for me trying to understand the story with my poor and limited English capabilities.

Next Sunday, four students out of seven including myself submitted their own writing diaries to her and we all had delicious cookies together. I had no idea how to write a diary, but she made me enable to research a way of writing diaries all by myself and various styles of English sentence structures at a Public Library in Kangnam. This proved that Julia was an Enabler.

I was a type of Visual learner since most of public teachers influenced me to be a good school grader. But, Julia used various teaching techniques and encouraged many students at Church to speak out and write as much as they could. It seems she knew that “Speaking and writing are the Productive skills” and I decided to write a diary least once a week. As time went by, my English speaking and writing had been improved a lot and I wrote a three-page letter to Julia around the Christmas in 1982 in order to say special thanks to her when I knew she was returning home back to USA in January in 1983.   
   On the other hand, I also experienced a Tactile-Kinesthetic English teacher named HanKook Kim when I was a first grader in KyungDong high school in SungBuk-Gu in 1983. He was very much focusing on English Phonics because there were many students who were unable to pronounce new words correctly without pronunciation symbols in English text book or in the dictionary.

He showed us how the alphabet L, R, F, P, B, V sound differently in his mouth and articulated his tongue location to left and right direction. He also paired some groups and asked them practice above alphabets with several words and to check their partner’s pronunciation. Most of students in the old class room focused and enjoyed the teacher’s new way of teaching technique, but it seemed he was different. Typical teaching styles in old class room were Explainers and then, students got easily bored and studied English only for their GPA and college entrance test. 
One day, the English teacher came and asked me if I was interested in participating an in-school English Story Telling Competition in May in 1983. He said, “Your English pronunciation is excellent during the Phonics class and you’d better participate the competition to extend your speaking skills. I will help you find a funny story and be a mentor for you.” I thought it would be a quite new experience so I accepted it because he didn’t force me to do it and respected me until I accepted his proposal.

I think he used Malcolm Knowles’ characteristics and implications of adult learners and asked me to set up a winning goal and lesson objectives why I needed to participate the competition so I could win a first prize in the competition.  

Overall, there are many ways of English teaching techniques and many different types of learners so finding a best fit to a learner is a key success through my past English language acquiring process. These days, it seems we are living in a small world since we are all connected globally through Internet. Such an environmental change needs a common language for all of us to communicate correctly, to be a global citizen. I think, as a English teacher, finding effective teaching skills and delivering them to students are my primary objective. One says, “One size  doesn’t fit to all” and English teachers should be tailors for learners and help them find out their acquiring characteristics to be productive.

