99th WD – Mandy(조혜민) 


Tesol 01 : Second Language Acquisition Assignment

You have personal experience of language learning and are familiar with theories of first and second language acquisition. Now you are ready to explore your own ESL teaching beliefs.

Write a 500-750 word essay describing a second language environment that you have experienced. Was it a success or a failure as a language learning experience? Why? Relate your personal beliefs to concepts learned in the TESOL 01 module: characteristics of adult learners, traditional vs. modern classrooms, teacher types, and effective teaching.

In acquiring a second language, I believe that an enthusiasm and positive attitude are the necessary qualities for success for both teacher and student, because if the teacher is aggressive for teaching, the student must be ready to accept it positively than the others. Also, if the student have an enthusiasm, the teacher who feel their mind may try to help them acquire the target language. I have studied English for 20 years in Korea and met different types of teachers who had different teaching methods. I would like to revisit experiences with my previous teachers and see if their teaching methods were effective or not. 

First of all, I recall the time I was fascinated with French when I was in high school. I learned French as a second language. Students had been learning only Japanese and English as a second language. So they were unfamiliar with French. The French teacher tried to be familiar with it for the students. For learning the French culture, she let them bring any cheese. They brought various cheeses and then tried to touch and eat it. After hearing explanation about it to the teacher, it could let them know the same as kimchi in Korea. And also, she often showed French musical 'Roméo et Juliette' during the break and extra time. Since the musical is very popular over the whole world, we didn't need to watch with a title. We were getting accustomed to French and interested to watch that and started to download the music in the musical. Naturally, we sang along with it. The teacher was walking around listening and gave the students who had the wrong pronunciation a correction. It was able to help us improve language listening and speaking naturally and it made us involve actively. She had a test the student memorize and sing a chanson as the part of evaluation. As we memorized the chanson, we tried to analyze it ourselves for understanding it. She as the involver and enabler was trying to involve the students actively and put a great deal of effort into finding appropriate and interesting activities that will do this as Jim Scrivener has said. I think it is success as a language learning experience. 

In contrast, we can find a failure class as second language acquisition. After becoming an adult, I entered to the academy for learning Japanese. I looked forward to starting to learn another language and the class was filled with various age people. Much conversation was expected because it is intermediate. But the Japanese teacher is entirely the explainer taught in Grammar-Translation Method. A number of handout and homework such as memorizing words made me stress out. In learning time, we couldn't hear anything except the teacher and just when we sometimes read the textbook, she following Audio-Lingual Method, we made the pair group and one person asked one sentence to another person, switching each other. However, mini-test we had to do everyday was just writing. No matter how was there academy, I couldn't help remembering memorizing Japanese words for 3 months. So I refer the case as the failure.

In contrast, we can find a failure class as second language acquisition. After becoming an adult, I entered to the academy for learning Japanese. I looked forward to starting to learn another language and the class was filled with various age people. Much conversation was expected because it is intermediate. But the Japanese teacher is entirely the explainer taught in Grammar-Translation Method. A number of handout and homework such as memorizing words made me stress out. In learning time, we couldn't hear anything except the teacher and just when we sometimes read the textbook, she following Audio-Lingual Method, we made the pair group and one person asked one sentence to another person, switching each other. However, mini-test we had to do everyday was just writing. No matter how was there academy, I couldn't help remembering memorizing Japanese words for 3 months.

In conclusion, French class looked like a success as modern language class leads to make students interesting French involve and be familiar with French and the culture. Otherwise, since Japanese class is very traditional and focuses on GTM, it is hard to use language speaking. Therefore I think good teaching need to use materials to enjoy the target language and mix appropriate method.

